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Principal’s message 

 

Keep the Fire Burning! 

Elsewhere in this newsletter, you will see a piece on our NAIDOC 

Week celebrations, this year celebrated at school on Wednesday, 3 

July. 

This year’s NAIDOC theme is ‘Keep the Fire Burning!’ It would be fair 

to say that the theme has struck a chord. 

Acknowledging and indeed being proud of one's heritage is important 

and far more than just celebrating the past. Being proud of one’s past 

is about embracing a sense of identity, belonging, and cultural 

continuity. 

Embracing our heritage connects us to our roots. It has the power to 

provide us a deeper understanding of the traditions that have shaped 

us and by extension, the values that define us as both individuals and 

communities. 

A pride in one’s heritage has the capacity to foster a strong sense of 

personal confidence. When we develop an appreciation for our cultural 

background, we acknowledge the struggles of our ancestors and their 

achievements, and the better we understand and appreciate the 

challenges endured by those who have gone before us, often the 

better prepared we are to engage with the challenges in our own lives. 

Taking a pride in our heritage also has the power to help us appreciate 

the diversity of human experience around us. The better we 

understand that the world consists of a great many varied heritages, 

the better placed we are to empathise with and respect others. 

Sharing traditions, stories, and practices with future generations is 

what keeps cultural heritage alive. 

Sharing traditions, stories, and practices with future generations is 

what keeps cultural heritage relevant. 

Cultural pride demands that each of us does our bit to keep our fires 

burning! 

Banjo and Mrs Gilmore find a new home… 

Last week, I lamented that my Word of the Day may not have been 

reaching those for whom it is written… our students. 

On reflection, I may have been a tad too cryptic. I told the students that 
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the prize for reminding me what a particular word meant was a picture of Mary Gilmour and Banjo 

Patterson. Perhaps if I had simply said: “Tell me what this means and I will put $10 in your hand” I 

may have engendered a more competitive streak among those assembled! 

This week, I finished the whole school assembly with another Word of the Day question. 

This week, the more attentive students – those who had paid attention last week – knew exactly 

what the prize looked like. 

The clues this week: 

I am a French word in origin and spelling. 

Figuratively, I mean “a false face”. 

The second clue was no sooner out when Year 9’s Eli Turner shot his hand in the air. 

“Yes, young sir?” 

“Façade.” 

“Well done, that man! Come out and collect your reward!” 

It would be fair to say that Eli was very pleased with himself. 

I am not saying I will do this every week, but it would be safe to say that I will continue to run it as 

a random event. It is a bit of fun and the worst that may occur is that a greater number of our 

students may add just a few more words to their vocabularies. 

… and that’s a wrap 

Term 2 is at an end. Winter break beckons. 

As always, a huge thank you to the teachers and ancillary staff, both permanent and temporary, 

who keep this place moving forward. The statewide teacher shortage continues to bite. Daily, the 

people here go the extra distance – often well outside the awards under which they work – to 

make sure our good work continues. 

An equally big thanks to you, the many parents and carers who support us in the important work 

we undertake as partners; the raising of the next generation. 

Finally, thanks to the great majority of our students who daily demonstrate what it is to be 

respectful, responsible and safe citizens. They are at the core of the business we do. 

Until next term… 

Wayne Eade 

Principal 

Some NAIDOC celebration creations 



Events calendar 

• Friday 5 July - Years 7 to 10 reports issued  

• Friday 5 July - last day of Term 2 

Term 3 

• Tuesday 23 July - first day of Term 3 for ALL students 

House Championship Tally 2024 

 

 

Blaxland  

114 639 

 

 

Cunningham 

106 884 

 

 

Lawson 

103 005 

 

 

Wentworth 

108 034 

A note from the office 

Mudgee High School is in the process of 

transitioning to a new school polo shirt by 2026.  

As a courtesy to our uniform suppliers, the school 

has purchased their excess stock of white crested 

polo shirts.  

We are now offering these shirts for purchase at the 

front office for a greatly reduced price. Shirt sizes 

range from size 6 to 4xl. The cost is $10 each.  

These shirts are still considered school uniform until 

the beginning of 2026.  

 



P&C awards 

 Angus Scales 

 Year 7 

 
For his excellent work across the range of 

his subjects. 

 Logan Blair 

 Year 8 

 For his positive attitude and great manners.  

 Jordyn Hearne 

 Year 9 

 

For her positive application to her studies 

and demonstrating the values of Mudgee 

High.  

 Lance Barber 

 Year 10 

 
For stepping out of his comfort zone in 

music.  

 Chase Griffiths 

 Year 11 

 
For his exceptional work and intuitive 

approach to Business Studies.  

 Hannah Gail 

 Year 12 

 
For being a fantastic member of the Year 12 

cohort and doing well in her studies.  



NAIDOC Week celebrations 

On Wednesday 3 July, Mudgee High celebrated NAIDOC Week. Students had the opportunity to 

participate in a number of activities on the day, including making TOTE bags, weaving, a river 

walk and the creation of a new school mural. A big thank you to Aleshia Lonsdale and Warranha 

Ngumbaay for making the time to come and share their knowledge with our students.  

At our whole school assembly, we took the time to acknowledge the achievements of some of our 

Aboriginal students. Congratulations again to the following students: 

Excellence in leadership: Cooper Crowe, Maddison Bissell, Ebony Crowe 

Excellence in citizenship: Jazmine Philpott, Lathan Scoular Oakenfull 

Academic excellence: Lilly Philpott, Jordyn Hearne, Ella Edwards 

Excellence in sportsmanship: Cooper Crowe, Darcy Roberts 

Excellence in Creative and Performing Arts: Chase Griffiths, Ruby Dawe, Ebony Crowe 

Front row: Lilly Philpott, Jazmine Philpott, Jordyn Hearne and Ella Edwards. Back row: Lathan 

Scoular Oakenfull, Cooper Crowe, Darcy Roberts and Chase Griffiths. 



 



 

NAIDOC 
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 Mini MAD concert 

Thursday 27 June was the evening of the Mini MAD concert.  

Students from Year 7 through to Year 12 performed a wide repertoire. There were rock bands, 

solo singers, jazz ensembles and concert bands. 27 acts in total. 

The Performance Centre was filled with supporters for what was a very successful evening. 



English faculty - Indigenous Voices 

Mrs Willetts’ Year 8 class has been studying Indigenous Voices this term. The students read 

poetry and stories by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander poets, and sang songs by Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander artists. They even learnt some Indigenous words!  

To complete the unit, the students created their own representation of what Indigenous Voices 

meant to them.  

Here are some examples: 

Alister 

We studied Aboriginal poetry and stories. I 

made my model inspired by the Indigenous 

flag. The yellow represents how the stories 

crossed through the land to many people 

at campfires at night. 

 

 

 

Jake and Ania 

We created a diorama of the Australian 

outback, inspired by the stories and poems 

that we studied in the ‘Indigenous Voices’ 

unit. 

 

 

 

 

Caitlin 

After finishing the ‘Indigenous Voices’ unit I created a body of 

work inspired by a grind. 

To start I created a crossword that included tools, nature, and 

Aboriginal words. 

I then wrote a poem about Aboriginal people wanting to speak out 

about the stolen generation and the horrors their people have 

been through. 

After that I created a treasure map with Australian features with 

clues leading to the treasure. 

I took time to reflect and think about what was important in the 

topic. To finish I combined two of the ideas and created an album 

cover and a list of songs written by ATSI people. I looked closely 

at the song ‘Made for Silence’ by Miiesha and the passion that 

went into creating this song.  



Charlotte and Jason 

‘Indigenous Voices’ was learning about 

Aboriginal people reaching out and sharing 

their stories and beliefs. We learned about 

how different their lives were. We learned 

some Indigenous words. Our diorama shows 

what the peaceful Australian landscape 

looked like at night.  

 

James and Darcy 

Our class had a lot of fun doing Indigenous 

Voices dioramas that connected us with 

nature. My diorama depicts the natural honey 

and honeycomb of the bush.  

 

 

 

 

Jess 

I made a 3D model of Uluru. Each layer has 

a poem or quote that we studied during the 

‘Indigenous Voices’ unit. 

 

 

 

 

Piper and Maggie 

Our diorama represents the Australian bush 

at nighttime. There is a stream that runs 

through for animals and humans to drink from 

or bathe in. It is a place of serenity and calm 

where you can relax or sleep under the stars.  

 

 

Taylor and Isabel 

Our diorama is based on a meeting place in 

the bush set at sunset, where people tell the 

stories of their elders and the Dreamtime. 

This setting represents a place of comfort, 

safety, and a place to come back to at the 

end of the day to rest and recharge. 



Nationally Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD) 

Dear parents, guardians and carers 

Re: Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (NCCD) 

Every year, all schools in Australia participate in the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on 

School Students with Disability (NCCD). The NCCD process requires schools to identify 

information already available in the school about supports provided to students with disability. 

These relate to legislative requirements under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 and the 

Disability Standards for Education 2005, in line with the NCCD guidelines (2019). 

Information provided about students to the Australian Government for the NCCD includes: 

● year of schooling 

● category of disability: physical, cognitive, sensory or social/emotional 

● level of adjustment provided: support provided within quality differentiated teaching practice, 

supplementary, substantial or extensive. 

This information assists schools to: 

● formally recognise the supports and adjustments provided to students with disability in schools 

● consider how they can strengthen the support of students with disability in schools 

● develop shared practices so that they can review their learning programs in order to improve 

educational outcomes for students with disability. 

The NCCD provides state and federal governments with the information they need to plan more 

broadly for the support of students with disability. 

The NCCD will have no direct impact on your child and your child will not be involved in any 

testing process. The school will provide data to the Australian Government in such a way that no 

individual student will be able to be identified – the privacy and confidentiality of all students is 

ensured. All information is protected by privacy laws that regulate the collection, storage and 

disclosure of personal information. To find out more about these matters, please refer to the 

Australian Government’s Privacy Policy (https://www.education.gov.au/privacy-policy). 

Further information about the NCCD can be found on the NCCD Portal  

(https://www.nccd.edu.au). 

If you have any questions about the NCCD, please contact the school. 

 









NSW Education Parent App 

The NSW Education Parent App has several new features making it even easier for parents and 

carers to stay in touch with the latest news, access learning resources, and get emergency 

updates from their child’s school. 

The new-look app is designed to streamline communication between schools and parents and 

carers with features such as push notifications to your phone so you never miss any important 

news or an upcoming event. Users will also now be able to receive emergency updates such as 

school closures, and access learning and enrolment resources.  

The app was developed and is endorsed by the department, free for schools and parents and 

carers to use, and is synced with the School Website Service (SWS). 

Key features of the app for parents and carers include: 

• newsletters 

• news 

• feature carousel 

• upcoming events and calendar notifications 

• emergency notifications including school closures 

• enrolment resources such as School Finder and Start a new enrolment application 

• learning resources such as Everyday Maths and Parents and Carers Toolkit 

• quick access to call or email the school 

• ability to translate default language 

• tailored news feed based on year group 

• information from multiple schools in one place. 

 

Download the app in the Apple Store or Google Play. 

https://apps.apple.com/au/app/nsw-school-updates/id1494658146
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=au.gov.nsw.education.nswschoolsafetyupdates
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Safer drivers course 

The Safer Drivers Course aims to provide learner drivers with the knowledge they need to reduce 

road risks and prevent accidents by becoming a safe driver. As an Accredited Provider of the 

Transport for NSW Safer Drivers Course, PCYC NSW know that our students will complete the 

course with a greater of understanding of how to be a safe P-plate driver. 

There are two parts to our course: 

Module 1 - A 3 hour group discussion is led by a Facilitator to highlight on-road decision making, 

hazard identification, action outcomes, peer influence and life pressures. 

Module 2 - This is a 2 hour on-road coaching session involving two learner drivers in the car with 

a coach. This session is aimed at putting the lessons learnt in Module 1 into practice and 

ultimately helping young drivers identify risks and minimise risk taking behaviour. 

For participating in the course you will: 

• Receive 20 log book hours  

• Learn to recognise on road safety hazards 

• Identify safe and unsafe gaps in traffic 

• Become a proactive, safe driver 

• Recognise how to reduce crash risk 

• Cope with lifestyle pressures. 

 

https://pcycdrivereducation.org.au/book-a-course 

Bookings still available: 

11 July - 12.30 pm 

16 July - 12.30 pm 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpcycdrivereducation.org.au%2Fbook-a-course&data=05%7C02%7CCAROL.EADE%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C1e41b2a82ba743caf2bb08dc867da30b%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638533121371754602%7CUnknow
https://www.pcycnsw.org.au/




Sponsorship 

Mudgee High School - Link Program 

Proudly supported by 

Ulan Coal Mine 


