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Principal’s message 

 

On your mark! 

Last Friday’s swimming 

carnival went off well. 

House spirit was there in 

abundance and a great 

many of those in attendance 

proved active participants. In 

a school of 800, with more 

than sixty teaching staff, it 

can be easy to lose sight of 

the whole. As a result, things 

like formal assemblies and 

big events like swimming 

and athletics carnivals 

provide opportunities to 

bring us together. The 

success of the carnival can 

be attributed to the detailed 

planning put in place by our 

carnival director, Mr Dal 

Forno, the active 

encouragement provided by 

staff and as already stated, 

the cooperation and active involvement of our students. Well done, all! 

I will let a few of the shots bagged on the day tell more of the story. 

Charged up, ready for action 

Cooler Classrooms is coming to Mudgee High. The successful 

tenderers for the Mudgee High project were announced on Thursday 8 

February. Those same successful tenderers were on site on Friday 1 

March. 

The Cooler Classrooms Program has been an ambitious plan since its 

beginning in 2018. Ambitious because the timeframe given was five 

years. 

The program when initiated, and as explained by the Department of 

Education, looked like this: 

… smart air conditioning systems provide the best possible learning 
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Next  P&C meeting  

 Monday 25 March 

7 pm in the Learning 

Centre 

Entry via Douro Street        

All welcome. 

Year 12’s Ella Martin and Tara Sunderland 

fundraising 
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environments for our students and deliver benefits beyond air cooling. These benefits include 

better air quality and comfort and increased awareness of sustainability and energy use… 

Cooler Classrooms funds the installation of air conditioning in classrooms and libraries for 

schools that: 

• have a mean maximum January temperature of 30 degrees and above where there is 

currently no air conditioning 

• need to replace existing air conditioning units. 

More than 900 of NSW’s 2200+ schools were identified as fitting the criteria; Mudgee High was 

one of those schools. 

We may not have made it into the glorious window that was the five-year plan, but the problems 

presented by our site have made the program’s implementation a little more complex than most. 

The most pressing complexity has been the absence of sufficient power. 

Last year, solar panels were installed on the top of B Block to assist in the cost of running the 

new install. This year, in what has been presented as a 36-week plan, the power upgrade 

necessary will be established and all classrooms will receive reverse-cycle air conditioning. 

As stated, the work is meant to be completed within 36 weeks of the tender being accepted. 

Completion within that timeframe is without doubt an impressive target, made all the more 

ambitious by the fact that Australia is virtually at the end of the world supply chain for much of the 

manufactured equipment that will be used in this build. 

Here’s hoping it is completed on time, ready for next summer. 

Until next week… 

Wayne Eade 

Principal 

When a free swim is not a free swim… House relay 2 



Year 12’s Davor Miloshevski in House relay 1 50 m freestyle 

Patrick Holleman in the butterfly 

Backstroke start 

Ms Munday with Logan Blair 

Mr Dal Forno - event coordinator 



Mr Bennie assisting in the backstroke - Support Unit inclusion Mr Cole - starting gunner 

Year 11 and Finland’s Venla Almira powering in the 100 m breast stroke Junior 200 m relay 

Edana England in the Open girls relay Miss Cunningham - Year 12’s 

Hannah Gail 



Events calendar 

• Wednesday 13 March - NAPLAN begins 

• Monday 25 March - P&C meeting 

• Friday 29 March - Good Friday 

• Monday 1 April - Easter Monday 

• Thursday 4 April - Parent/teacher night for Years 7 to 12 

• Thursday 4 April - SRC Leadership Development Day 

• Thursday 11 April - Japan Trip departs 

• Friday 12 April - last day of Term 1 

House Championship Tally 2024 

 

 

Blaxland  

15 878 

 

 

Cunningham 

14 168 

 

 

Lawson 

13 951 

 

 

Wentworth 

14 301 

Showcase afternoon - Will Cole from MPS’s Year 4 and CAPA’s Mr Holleman HSIE Longship 



P&C awards 

 Maddison Gatland 

 Year 7 

 
For the great participation she demonstrated 

at the swimming carnival.  

 Toby Gudgeon 

 Year 8 

 
For his standout performance at the 

swimming carnival.  

 Emily Stone 

 Year 9 

 
For outstanding swimming at the school 

carnival.  

 Billy Blackman 

 Year 10 

 
For consistently achieving class 

expectations. 

 Edward Gooley 

 Year 11 

 
For his swimming prowess and carnival 

enthusiasm. 

 Zak McKay 

 Year 12 

 
For his brilliant Year 12 fundraising efforts at 

the swimming carnival.  



New addition to the Sentral Parent Portal - Sentral Finance 

The way business is done at school is about to change for the better. 

The school’s financial systems will soon migrate to Sentral Finance. As a result, Sentral’s 

systems will be offline from Monday 4 March until Tuesday 12 March. During this transition 

period, the ‘make a payment’ option on the school website will be unavailable. You will still be 

able to make payments through the school office. Only online payments will be affected.   

After the migration, the Sentral for Parents app will allow parents and carers to monitor their 

children more simply and efficiently at school. The app will also provide numerous smart 

features, allowing parents to; receive messages and notifications from teachers; report absences; 

make payments for school activities and more. 

The Sentral for Parents app will help parents and carers stay connected and informed. 

Sentral has introduced a new module which offers parents and carers an easy and convenient 

way to make payments and manage permissions.  

Parents and carers will now be able to sign permission notes and make payments at the same 

time to provide an even more efficient way of handling their child's school finances. 

For more information regarding the move to Sentral Finance, please review the FAQs: 

https://www.sentral.com.au/sentralfinanceparentfaqs 

Sentral for Parents Portal and App FAQs: 

https://www.sentral.com.au/portal-app-help#faq 

 

Download the App on:  

Google Play 

Apple App Store 

https://www.sentral.com.au/sentralfinanceparentfaqs
https://www.sentral.com.au/portal-app-help#faq
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.sentral.mobile
https://apps.apple.com/ro/app/sentral-for-parents/id1238744022?mt=8


Support Unit - Science 

Exploring the microscopic world: Support Unit students dive into classification 

In a recent science lesson, students from the Support Unit embarked on an exciting journey into 

the world of classification using microscopes. With curiosity as their compass, these young 

explorers delved into the intricate details of various specimens, uncovering hidden wonders that 

are invisible to the naked eye. 

Through hands-on exploration, they honed their 

observational skills while creating sketches of 

different insects and animals, fostering a deeper 

understanding of the natural world around them. 

This immersive learning experience not only 

enriched their scientific knowledge but also instilled 

a sense of wonder and appreciation for the beauty 

and complexity of life at the microscopic level. 

As they continue their educational journey, these 

young scientists serve as a testament to the 

importance of inclusivity and accessibility in 

education, reminding us that with determination 

and support, every student has the opportunity to 

explore, discover, and thrive. 





Introducing the HSIE Faculty 2024 

The HSIE faculty at Mudgee High School has hit the ground running to take on a jam-packed 

2024 school year! 

Much discussion has taken place in the staffroom already this year about how impressed we are 

with classes settling into routines and embracing the wonderful worlds of History and Geography. 

In particular, a special shout out must go to Year 11 students who have been regular recipients of 

such commendations in these discussions. 

The key learning area of Human Society and Its Environment (HSIE) offers a range of subject 

areas and opportunities for students to connect with the wider world. Students in Year 7 start this 

journey by spending their first high school year looking at an introduction to Geography and then 

follow this up in Year 8 with a year of History. Once students are in Stage 5, one semester covers 

the Mandatory Geography course and, the other, Mandatory History in Years 9 and 10, 

respectively. Students in Years 8, 9 and 10 are also provided with opportunities to explore 

elective courses in Commerce. Additionally, many of our senior students are involved in subjects 

such as Ancient History, Modern History, Business Studies, Legal Studies, Economics, and 

Society and Culture.  

At the end of 2023, the faculty spent some time planning for the year ahead. Among this work 

was included a whole faculty check in as to what we want our students to appreciate and embody 

by the time they leave our HSIE subjects. Words such as empowered, curious, respectful and 

empathetic drove most of the brainstorming. It is hoped that by exposing our students to a 

number of real-world issues, that we can do just that. We also thank our students’ parents who 

are always such great advocates for our subjects.  

This year, the faculty welcomes a new member of staff to the team. Toby Harbison has joined us 

from Newcastle and has already done an outstanding job as a beginning teacher. We hope the 

Mudgee community welcome him with the same warmth and generosity in which the HSIE faculty 

at MHS has done. Making up the rest of our dedicated team are Helen Dziura, Rhys Kable, 

Emma Love, Kieran McHugh and Melinda Wade. 

We look forward to continuing to work with Mudgee’s young people in helping shape them into 

well-informed and passionate individuals. 

Kimberley Lang  

Relieving Head Teacher HSIE 

Breaking news from the English faculty 

Changes to English tutoring.   

As of next week, Week 7, English tutoring will occur on Wednesdays at lunchtime in K06.  

Tutoring is no longer available on Tuesday after school. Students who would like assistance 

with their work, need only turn up at K06 at lunchtime on a Wednesday.  

Please note: Tutoring is to assist students with work they currently possess. Teachers will not 

have work prepared for tutoring. 



HSIE  ~  Junior Assessment Schedule  ~  Semester 1  

The following assessment schedule is a guideline. There may be some minor variations, 

however, students will be adequately notified of any changes to due dates. 

Students in Year 7 are studying Stage 4 Geography for the whole year. Students in Year 8 are 

studying Stage 4 History for the whole year. Year 9 are studying Geography in Semester One. 

Year 10 are studying Geography in Semester One. Some students in Years 8, 9 and 10 have 

elected to study either Commerce 08 or Commerce 01.  

Assignments may be submitted in either hand-written or typed form. If students wish to submit 

their work digitally, this should be done through Google Classroom’s Submit function. This is the 

preference for digital submissions. However, work may be handed in on paper. Please do not 

assume that everything must be digital. 

If your child is unable to meet the due date for an assessment task, they will need to complete an 

application for Special Consideration. These forms can be collected from the HSIE staffroom. It is 

the responsibility of the student to collect this form, complete it and return it to the Head Teacher 

of HSIE or their classroom teacher. In the event of a sudden absence, perhaps the result of 

illness or misadventure, the form can be completed after the due date. In all other circumstances, 

application for Special Consideration must be completed in advance of the due date. 

Year and 

Subject 

Assessment Task 

  

Task 

Weighting 

Due Date 

Please note: Due date for the 

task falls within the listed 

week. The exact due date for 

each task will vary within that 

week depending on which day 

the student has that class. 

Year 7 

Geography 

Assignment – Landscapes and Landforms 

Examination 

Class Participation 

45% 

35% 

20% 

Week 10 Term 1 

Week 4 Term 2 

Ongoing 

Year 8 History 

Assignment – Ancient Egypt 

Examination 

Class Participation 

45% 

35% 

20% 

Week 10 Term 1 

Week 4 Term 2 

Ongoing 

Year 9 

Geography 

Assignment – Sustainable Biomes 

Examination 

Class Participation 

45% 

35% 

20% 

Week 10 Term 1 

Week 3 Term 2 

Ongoing 

Year 10 

Geography 

Assignment – Human Wellbeing 

Examination 

Class Participation 

45% 

35% 

20% 

Week 10 Term 1 

Week 3 Term 2 

Ongoing 

Commerce 08 

(Year 8 Elective) 

Assignment – Promoting and Selling 

Examination 

Class Participation 

50% 

30% 

20% 

Week 9 Term 1 

Week 4 Term 2 

Ongoing 

Commerce 01 

(Year 9/10 

Elective) 

Assignment – Consumer and Financial 

Decisions 

Examination 

Class Participation 

50% 

 

30% 

20% 

Week 10 Term 1 

 

Week 3 Term 2 

Ongoing 



Accessing HSIE Google Classrooms 

Students should be making the most of the Google Classroom facility for their HSIE studies.  

To access these classrooms, they will need the following entry codes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students will need to sign into the Google platform using their @education.nsw.gov.au login 

details. 

Core Subject Entry Code   Elective Subject Entry Code 

Year 7 Geography u7e4twd       

Year 8 History hrduci6   Commerce 08 hoktzyc 

Year 9 Geography kehleyz   Commerce 01 wtk3wte 

Year 10 Geography alpdc7y       



Link news 

Girls Can Too – Regional Industry Education Partnerships (RIEP) 

The ‘Girls Can Too!’ program provides an opportunity for high school aged women to explore 

careers in non-traditional trades while connecting them with local employers. 

The program supports the NSW government women in trades strategy and is funded by Trades 

Pathways Program and Regional Industry Education Program (RIEP). 

Girls Can Too! Mudgee is delivered by TAFE NSW, also supported by Glencore - Ulan Coal 

Mine. 

#womeninconstructionstrategy, #ISLP, #TradeReadiness 

The girls have a very exciting schedule over the next 6 weeks.  

Week 1 Welding with Darren  

Although very hot, the girls had a great experience learning about the machinery and tools they 

will be using, and safety in the workplace. The girls started making a flower from metal and will 

continue their project in Week 2, when they spend the day learning about engineering.  

Weeks 3 to 6  

Students will learn the following trades: Automotive, construction, electrical and civil construction. 

To conclude the TAFE component, students will participate in an Industry tour arranged by RIEP 

and local businesses. Dates for this are to be confirmed. 

Please note that Friday 29 March is Good Friday. There will be no TAFE that day. 

Terryn Casley, Alexis Sneesby, Taylor Mell, Lauren Rowe, Lauren Norris, Sonia Hayton, Holly 

Martin, Catherine Mottershead, Lydia Brown and Elizabeth Healey.  Absent: Abby Dowler 



Mudgee High lawn bowls - Round 2 

Thursday 29 February saw Mudgee High's triples bowls team take a road trip to play in Nyngan. 

The winner of this game would advance to the western regional carnival in Orange, for a chance 

to make the state carnival. 

The pressure was on early as a number of players trialled in difficult conditions for a chance to be 

a part of this successful outfit. 

Trials done, the road trip was organised, promising over 6 hours in total stuck in a car with 

Charlie Gallen, Sam Rich and the one and only, Will Hayward. 

Leaving in the early hours of the morning, the teams set off. They were eventually greeted in 

Nyngan with open arms and mid 30 degree heat before 10am! 

The game got off to a shaky start with Mudgee dropping five shots on the first end. Clawing their 

way back from that deficit. The remainder of the game continued to be up and down with both 

teams bowling very well in 40 degree heat,  putting on a great display. 

In the end, the 

experienced Mudgee 

side proved a little too 

much and walked 

away with a 22-16 

win after 14 ends. 

The team will now 

play in the final 8 at 

the WSSA regional 

carnival in Orange on 

22 March, for a 

chance to play in the 

state finals. 

Congratulations to all 

three players and 

good luck in the next 

round. 

Mr T. Dal Forno 



The NSW Premier's Reading Challenge is now open and Mudgee High School is excited to be 

participating! 

Monday 26 February 2024: Challenge opens 

Friday 23 August 2024: Challenge closes for student entries   

What is the NSW Premier’s Reading Challenge?  

The PRC is a statewide Challenge that encourages students to develop a love of reading for 

leisure and pleasure in students and enables them to experience quality literature. It is not a 

competition, but a challenge to encourage each student to read, to read more, and to read more 

widely.  

All students who complete the challenge, and have their reading record validated by the school’s 

PRC coordinator, will receive a certificate signed by the Premier of NSW.  

How many books do students need to read?  

Students in Years 3 to 10 are challenged to read 20 books independently. At least 10 of these 

books must be from the relevant Challenge booklists, and up to 10 books can be personal choice 

books.  

If a book is from an approved PRC series, students can enter up to 5 books as Challenge books, 

and can read up to 10 other books from the same series as Personal Choice books. More 

information on the rules of the Challenge can be found on the PRC website.  

Books must be added to a student’s online reading record by Friday 23 August 2024 in order for 

their reading record to be validated and receive a certificate.  

How do students log their reading?  

Students can access the PRC’s Student Experience site using their DoE username and 

password, or can log into the site via the Student Portal. A video guide explaining how to use the 

Student Experience site can be found here.  

Students may also record their reading on the Personal Reading Log and submit it to the PRC 

Coordinator, Ms Tetley, by 23 August 2024. Ms Tetley will complete the reading log on the 

students’ behalf. 

How can students find books on the NSW PRC challenge lists?  

Ms Tetley can provide students with a printout of the list so that they can do a search in the 

School’s Library to locate any copies. All of the relevant book lists for this year’s competition have 

been set up on Google classroom. 

Midwestern Regional Council – Mudgee Library also has a system organised for easy 

identification of books on the list. They have a PRC sticker on them and are identified in their 

online catalogue. 

Ms Tetley is the PRC Coordinator for Mudgee High School’s entrants this year. 

https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/studentExperience.html#/rules
https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/studentExperience.html#/
https://vimeo.com/264540639


A quick guide for logging books:  

• Log into the Student experience site using your DoE student username and password.  

• Use the blue search bar to search for books you have read.  

 

 

 

 

• If the title appears, click “Add to Reading Log” to add it as a PRC book.  

 

 

 

• If the title does not appear, you will need to enter it as a personal choice book.  

To enter a personal choice book:  

• Click on the icon in the top right-hand corner.   

• Click on “My reading log”. 

 

 

 

 

• Fill in the book details under the “Add a Personal Choice book” field and click “add”. 

 

 

 

 

If you have any issues with logging books, please speak to Ms Tetley.     

Ms Tetley has set up a google classroom for the participants.  There are lots of helpful areas on 

it.   

The classroom code is: 76xurfw. 

 

 

https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/studentExperience.html#/




NSW Education Parent App 

The NSW Education Parent App has several new features making it even easier for parents and 

carers to stay in touch with the latest news, access learning resources, and get emergency 

updates from their child’s school. 

The new-look app is designed to streamline communication between schools and parents and 

carers with features such as push notifications to your phone so you never miss any important 

news or an upcoming event. Users will also now be able to receive emergency updates such as 

school closures, and access learning and enrolment resources.  

The app was developed and is endorsed by the department, free for schools and parents and 

carers to use, and is synced with the School Website Service (SWS). 

Key features of the app for parents and carers include: 

• newsletters 

• news 

• feature carousel 

• upcoming events and calendar notifications 

• emergency notifications including school closures 

• enrolment resources such as School Finder and Start a new enrolment application 

• learning resources such as Everyday Maths and Parents and Carers Toolkit 

• quick access to call or email the school 

• ability to translate default language 

• tailored news feed based on year group 

• information from multiple schools in one place. 

 

Download the app in the Apple Store or Google Play. 

https://apps.apple.com/au/app/nsw-school-updates/id1494658146
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=au.gov.nsw.education.nswschoolsafetyupdates
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Junior Rego is OPEN 

Come and play rugby for the Wombats in season 150 

No sign of inflation here at the Wombats as registration fees for the season are once again the 

same as last year. 

Register via Rugby Xplorer: https://myaccount.rugbyxplorer.com.au/ 

Juniors (search and select “Mudgee Wombats JRUFC” as your club): 

Junior rego fees: 

• Under 12s, 14s and 16s: $165 

Sub-Juniors (search and select “Mudgee Wombats JRUFC” as your club): 

• Sub Junior Rego Fees  

• Under 6s: $100 

• Under 8s: $125 

• Under 10s: $145 

In addition, there is a $15 training-only registration available for players who would like to try 

rugby training without committing to playing games. If you choose to upgrade a training-only 

registration to a full season registration, the $15 already paid will be deducted from the season 

fees. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmyaccount.rugbyxplorer.com.au%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3PZscbfOUbwa9rqoWTI8EWG9aoaKhqV26xZJ6nIL_GUDpvzL3m1_itvV4&data=05%7C02%7CCAROL.EADE%40det.nsw.edu.au%7Ce45ea0f77d5941359f4208dc3beba249%7C05a0e69




Registrations close Friday 5 April 







Sponsorship 

Mudgee High School - Link Program 

Proudly supported by 

Ulan Coal Mine 


