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Principal’s message 

 

Total MADness to miss it 

A traditional year would see this great school host two celebrations of 

the musical ability, hands-on artistic skills and dramatic flair possessed 

by a good number of our students. Unavoidable restrictions on public 

gatherings at various times have meant that while we have been able 

to squeeze in a couple of mid-year mini-MAD concerts, there has not 

been a full-sized MAD concert for THREE years… until last Tuesday 

evening. 

If you missed it, then you really have missed something special. Loads 

of talent on display. Plenty of young people stepping up and in many 

cases stepping out to take up the mike, the guitar, the violin, the 

drumsticks… or working behind the scenes on lighting, camera, 

sound… or both. 

The photographs included here are not exhaustive and don’t really 

capture some of the passion on display. 

A big shout out of “Well done!” to the CAPA faculty – the driving force 

behind MAD – and especially Mr Holleman as the night’s fervent 

impresario. 

MAD concert … you would have to be mad to miss the next one. 

 Week 

commencing 

Monday  

12 December 

Week 10 Term 4 

MHS Newsletter 

Mudgee High School – Locked Bag 2004, Mudgee NSW 2850 
ABN:  18 246 198 266   Telephone:  (02) 6372 1533   
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Next  P&C meeting  

 Monday 27 February 

7 pm in the Learning 

Centre 

Entry via Douro Street        

Jarrah-Banjo Leary, Riley Hargraves, Patrick Holleman and Grady Vitnell 

http://www.mudgee-h.schools.nsw.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/mudgeehighschool/


Holidays 

Some advice for the young people who call your home their home and who may be at a loose 

end until January concludes: 

Be proactive! Be prepared. Plan! 

• Media use – use of technology and setting boundaries at home. What a sad holiday it would 

be if you came to the end of it and suddenly realised you had spent most of it glued to a 

screen. 

• Related to the last one, report any issues regarding negative interactions on those social 

media platforms. 

• Rest and sleep. Also related to the first point. The holidays present a great opportunity to 

‘recharge the batteries’, so take some time to switch off. 

• Diet. Christmas is a killer, but once that hurdle has been cleared, make sure you are eating 

well. 

• Sleep is important… and so too is exercise. Take a walk. If you have a dog, perhaps he – 

or she – could be invited along. 

• Wind down but don’t switch off, particularly if you’re in Year 12 in 2023. 

Regarding this last point, the class of 2023 had its last true break from school at the end of Year 

10… a full twelve months ago. The HSC began on 10 October. Part of this break should be spent 

holidaying. A good part of it should be spent consolidating course content knowledge and 

practising the skills that will allow them to perform their best in their final year of schooling. 

In a nutshell, don’t come back on day 1 of next term an empty vessel. Cerebral stimulation is as 

important as physical activity. They should be actively encouraged to keep those brains limber 

and use them through the break! 

Encourage your kids to read through the break. If 

you’re not reading, you’re not exercising. As alluded to 

above, your brain, like your muscles, requires use to 

be at peak form. 

Your kids should have a holiday… rest and relaxation 

are good things. None of us are machines. We require 

both rest and relaxation. In embracing both, your kids 

will be well prepared for next year. 

School Returns 

Years 11 and 12 return on Tuesday 31 January, 

arriving alongside the new Year 7s. Years 8 to 10 

return on Wednesday 1 February. 

In all that you do over the break, do your best to be 

respectable, be responsible and be safe. 

Until 2023… 

Wayne Eade 

Principal 

Bronte Meers - MAD concert 



Emily Stone and Thomas Baggett - MAD concert 

Charlotte Coward - MAD concert Grady Vitnell - MAD concert 





 

School magazine available to purchase 

from the front office in 2023 

Limited copies. Don’t miss out! 

$15 $15 



Events calendar 

• Thursday 15 December - Annual presentation assembly 

• Friday 16 December - Year 12 barbecue 

• Friday 16 December - last day of Term 4 for students 

• Tuesday 31 January 2023 - first day for Years 7, 11 and 

12 

• Wednesday 1 February 2023 - first day for Years 8, 9 

and 10 - all students back at school. 

House Championship Tally 2022 

 

 

Cunningham  

228770 

 

 

Blaxland 

226995 

 

 

Lawson 

223957 

 

 

Wentworth 

210470 



Week 9 Term 4 P&C awards 

 Jayden Allen 

 Year 7 

 
For being an increasingly safe, respectful 

and responsible student.  

 Summer Hensley 

 Year 8 

 
For her kindness and assistance with clean 

up. 

 Harry Gallen 

 Year 9 

 
For stepping up and taking advantage of 

leadership opportunities.  

 Ricky Constable 

 Year 10 

 For great participation in Decade Day.  

 Lachlan Staples 

 Year 11 

 
For being a safe, respectful and responsible 

student.  



English Faculty news 

At the end of this term, we bid farewell to Ms Lee, who is jetting off to Canada. We will miss her 

and wish her the very best for the ensuing year. 

We also have a new syllabus that the English staff will be delving into over the next year. It is for 

English Years 7 to 10 and was only released on Thursday 8 December. We have a year to draft 

our changes in order to implement it in 2024. Lots of reading and strategising will occur over this 

time to ensure that we are ready to begin teaching it. 

If you are planning resources for next year, below are the requirements for English students: 

• black pens 

• red pen 

• lead pencils 

• sharpener 

• eraser 

• 30 cm rule 

• pencil case 

• coloured pencils/textas 

• coloured highlighters 

• glue stick 

• scissors 

1 x A4 124-page exercise book dedicated to English only (for Years 7 to10)  

OR an A4 folder with dividers, loose-leaf paper and plastic sleeves (for Years 11 to 12) 

Poetry 

10B studied Asian Poetry this year. What follows are some work examples from the students in 

the class who were asked to think about how they would have felt in the same situation as one of 

the poets. 

All of Us 

We saw it coming. 
All of us, 
Everywhere. 
We promised we would help 
That we would not leave it until 
The last minute. 
Until 
It was too late. 

Perhaps 
Those high school lectures on 
Procrastination 
Would have served us well 
Had we taken heed. 

We saw the signs 
In the early years. 
“The good times” 
As we say. 
The times when action 
Was tedious: 

A chore. 
And every year 
Had us looking back 
On when we had more. 

They convinced us 
That progress would come 
Tomorrow. 
And we forgot 
 That famous proverb: 
That tomorrow 
 Never comes. 
Only now, it has: 
 That alternate timeline 
That exists only in 
 Fiction 
And empty 
Promises. 

Their empty promises. 
And we sit here, 
  Cursing their 
    Flaws 

 In the name of Hypocrates 
While the world falls 
Around us 
And they say they 
  “Did the best they could.” 

And we believe them. 

Daniel P. 



Grief 

We couldn’t stop it. 

Though we tried.  
pushing it 
to the backs of our minds 
steering clear of conversation 
topics just a little too close 

We tried. 
tears held stubbornly 
in misty eyes 
hands clenched 
as we argued 

We tried. 
searching 
for another option 
begging 
for a second chance 

We tried.  
losing hope 
eyes releasing captive tears 
crumpled 
uncertain 

We tried to stop it. 
We tried. 
But failed nonetheless. 

Miriam H. 

Goodbye 

A moment. One single moment changes the direction of a world. In a single moment, everything can seem pointless. 
When you rely on the day in and day out and it all so suddenly stops. The universe plays with my heart as a string 
quartet hums a pitiful symphony. 

When safety gets ripped away by a villain of the night and life gets halted. All I seem to do these days is wait. But 
time, the foul beast is here to wake me up. I must survive past this. 

The wind pulls at me. Forcing me open calling for my secrets. As I lie within the moss and grass being consumed by 
mother earth, one pitiful thought resonates through my skull.  

…goodbye my love 

Darcy E.  

The fire comes near 
Nowhere to go 
Can't go out the front 
Can't go out the rear 
I feel the heat on my face 
I have lost the race  
Against time. 
I am stuck in a box  
I feel just like a mime 

The embers sizzle 
Against the hot metal 
I hear the siren in the distance 
They're too far away to hear my screams 
I only wish this was a dream 
But this was a nightmare brought to life  

The sirens grow louder  
They're getting closer 
I am no longer a dreamer 
I am now a believer 

Stuck in flames 

By Hemo 

Laying in my bed 
All the thoughts in my head 
The end is coming soon 
While gazing at the moon 

I wake up from my illusion  
Releasing I’m in a delusion 
I must find a solution 
Otherwise, this is my conclusion 

I get out my bed  
Throwing my life away 
Thinking there must be something else instead 
Even though we don’t see the next day 

I get to my feet, walk to the mirror 
Witnessing the end coming nearer 
Facing my deepest fear 
Before pointing a blicky to my ear. 

By Allen 

Finally, we wish you a fantastic festive season and a happy, 

safe, relaxing break with your loved ones. 

See you next year! 

The English Faculty. 



Wellbeing Team 

Transition Support – Year 7 2023  

On Wednesday 30 November, we welcomed our Year 7 2023 students to Mudgee High for 

Orientation Day. This was a great opportunity for our incoming Year 7 cohort to get a ‘taster’ of 

Mudgee High School and meet other peers and teachers.   

Following on from Orientation Day was our Mudgee High School Showcase afternoon. This 

afternoon allowed families to take a self-guided tour of the wonderful facilities Mudgee High has 

to offer. Families, future students and some community members took the opportunity to meet 

with staff and see different faculties and subjects in action. It was great to see a good number of 

people attend this afternoon and we are looking 

forward to staging a similar event early in 2023.  

Peer Mentoring Program   

Over the last two terms, a selection of Year 9 

students have been participating in the Peer 

Mentoring Program, supporting Years 5 and 6 

students at Mudgee Public School. The aim of 

this program is to help primary students in their 

transition to secondary school and build 

relationships with their current and future peers. 

It is a mutually beneficial program for our Year 

9 students as they build their leadership and 

communication skills through this program.   

We plan to continue this initiative in 2023 with 

Mudgee Public School as we continue to 

support the transition of students to Mudgee 

High School. We had our last Peer Mentoring 

catch up in Week 9. The photos featured are of 

our last activities this year.  



Link round-up 

2022 Link dinner  

On Thursday 8 December, the 2022 Link students, 

parents and carers came together with Mudgee High 

staff and work experience employers at Augustines to 

celebrate their many successes. Thank you to the 

students, their parents and carers for attending, 

engaging, and showing great support and 

commitment through the year. It was great to see the 

students’ employers join us. Thanks go to them for 

the support and encouragement they have provided 

over the years and will provide into the future.  

Many thanks also to Lucy Stuart and Robbie Mills for 

representing Glencore, our major sponsor of the 

program for the past 10 years. 

Darren Vine, 2021 Link student, joined us as a guest 

to say a few words about his Link experience and 

what he has since accomplished. Darren proved an 

amazing advocate, and we are very proud of him and  

his achievements. 

The Link team wishes you all the very best for 2023. 

Have a wonderful break and a Merry Christmas. 

Darren Vine - guest speaker 



Glencore environmental and rehabilitation tour - Link 2022 (plus 6 Year 11 

students) 

Lucy Stuart and her colleagues at Glencore’s Ulan site provided us with some interesting 

information about the rehabilitation and agricultural work that takes place around mining areas 

during the pre-mining phase, mining and mine closure to ensure flora and fauna are reintroduced 

and thriving. 

Mrs McNeill and I had a great day with the students. Information on apprenticeships from 

Glencore’s Human Resources team was made available and a sausage sizzle and refreshments 

were provided at the end of the tour. 

Thank you, Glencore! 

S. Hayton 

Community Mentor 

Visit www.glencore.com.au for a 2023 apprenticeship update. 

http://www.glencore.com.au


 







Canteen volunteers needed 

Mudgee High School canteen provides healthy food for students and staff. 

The canteen is managed by the P&C and all profits are used to fund school improvements and 

initiatives.   

The canteen relies on assistance from volunteers to help with food preparation. 

If you would like to volunteer some of your time, please contact the Canteen Manager, Michelle, 

on 0407 131 950 or Mr Holleman at carl.holleman@det.nsw.edu.au. 

Any amount of time you can spare to be available would be greatly appreciated. 

Second-hand school uniform 

Mudgee High would be very grateful for the donation of any second-hand school uniform. 

If you have any superfluous school clothing that is still in usable condition, please drop it off to the 

school office. It will be gratefully received and used to assist students and families who may be 

struggling to supply their own. 



Advertisements 

















 

Parent Line 

Parent Line is a free telephone counselling and support service for parents and carers with children aged 0 to 18 who live in NSW. 

Call 1300 1300 52 to talk with a trained, professional counsellors available 9 am to 9 pm Monday to Friday and 4 pm to 9 pm on 

weekends. 

Some of the top concerns parents and carers with school-age children call us about are: 

• Transitioning to primary school 

• Building resilience 

• Technology use 

• Coping with emotions 

• Anxiety in kids 

• Discipline and positive parenting. 

https://www.parentline.org.au/


Sponsorship 

Mudgee High School - Link Program 

Proudly supported by 

Ulan Coal Mine 


