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Principal’s Message 

 

Knowing stuff and critical thinking 

Welcome to Education Week 2021! 

What a perfect week in which to consider the power of critical thinking. 

While aware that self-praise is often no-praise, I will begin with this: I 

am confident that if I were drafted into a trivia team, I would almost 

certainly give a reasonable account of myself… unless the questions 

were all sport related (my Achilles’ heel). 

I know when the great depression began; when the last US forces left 

Vietnam; the names of all of Australia’s Prime Ministers since the end 

of the Second World War, including the recycled ones; the names of 

the five capital cities that start with ‘M’ that have hosted the Olympic 

Games since 1945; the simple fact that the blue whale is the largest 

vertebrate to have ever existed, and; the fact that the tomato is 

technically a fruit and not a vegetable. 

I know that I know stuff. 

I also know that these days, if I do not know something, finding out that 

something has never been easier. 

Thanks, internet! 

The acquisition of information has never been easier. It’s everywhere. 

What is in short supply is critical thinking. 

Critical thinking – the intellectually disciplined process of actively and 

skilfully conceptualising, applying, analysing, synthesising, and 

evaluating information gathered from, or generated by, observation, 

experience, reflection, reasoning, or communication, then using what 

has been gleaned as a guide to belief and action – is some seriously 

intellectual stuff and not nearly common enough. 

In its ideal form, critical thinking is based on universal intellectual 

values that transcend subject matter divisions. A well-versed critical 

thinker can see the connections between mathematics and the 

humanities, the sciences and the arts. 

A critical thinker possesses to some degree clarity of thought, precision 

in expression, a sense of relevance, an ability to be pragmatic - the 

ability to change direction when change is needed – and a well-

developed sense of what is reasonable and fair. 
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It is a great time to be a critical thinker. The flood of information that has come as the result of the 

connectedness we now have also comes with a great deal of misinformation flotsam. 

I read an article recently in The New Daily that put forward the idea that the more an individual 

believes in conspiracy theories – the earth is flat, man never went to the moon, COVID isn’t 

real… that sort of thing – the worse they perform in critical thinking tests. This observation is 

based on clinical studies – the work of scientists. 

These researchers went to great pains to make it clear that conspiracy theorists do not 

necessarily lack intelligence. What conspiracy theorists lack is the skill set to objectively analyse 

and evaluate a given situation. 

Conspiracy theories are nothing new. The problem these days is that information has been fully 

democratised with the advent of social media. That sounds good; democracy is a good thing, 

right? What it means, however, is that any idiot with a keyboard can self-publish. 

The piece quoted Anthony Lantian, an associate professor of psychology and a co-author of the 

new study, who went on to say: 

“Conspiracy theories refer to attempts to explain the ultimate cause of an important event by 

accusing a hidden coalition of perceived malicious and powerful people or organisations of having 

secretly planned and implemented these events.” 

An example of this kind off uncritical thinking is the continuing conspiracy theory that shady 

figures in the US government were behind the events of 9/11. They were the ones who 

orchestrated the flying of passenger jets into the World Trade Centre towers and the Pentagon, 

rather than the events that unfolded being simply the work of Islamic terrorists. 

Another example is the one that holds that the COVID-19 pandemic was created on purpose by 

Chinese scientists, and then released. This idea should not be confused with the theory that the 

coronavirus accidentally escaped a lab in Wuhan where Chinese scientists do legitimately study 

pathogens to better understand them, just as scientists and researchers working for the 

Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) do right here in 

Australia. 

Can the maddening nuttiness of conspiracy theorists be curbed? 

It transpires that curbing nuttiness relies a great deal on personality. 

Ego and personality can predispose a person to resist changing the way they think. A series of 

experiments in 2016 established what has been described as a “robust association” between a 

need for uniqueness – an individual’s need to feel special, to feed their ego – and a conspiracy 

mentality. 

In other words, the desire to be seen as unique and special serves as a motivation for conspiracy 

theorising… and social media provides an outlet for the least informed. 

It may be a case that, for some people, ego trumps everything else. 

Consider the recently expelled Katie Hopkins, a lesser known “celebrity”, flown in especially for a 

braincell-destroying spectacle called Celebrity Big Brother. 

Hopkins rise to fame, in the UK at least, kicked off with an appearance on The Apprentice. She 

then became a columnist for the conservative British publications The Sun and The Daily Mail. In 

her home country, she is probably best known for her Islamophobic and classist views, her anti-

feminism, her Holocaust-denying and her anti-immigration views. Here she is best known for her 

nuttiness and an absence of wardrobe. 



Hopkins came to Australia (whose idea was that?). Once here, she openly defied COVID-inspired 

Health Order restrictions and made a point of self-incrimination by posting her stupid to social 

media, earning herself a flight straight back to the UK. Expelled from the Big Brother house 

before she had made it through the door! 

This kind of self-destructive behaviour speaks volumes about the power of ego and a dogged 

determination to resist reality and indeed social responsibility. 

“What was she thinking?” Maybe she wasn’t thinking at all. 

Critical thinking – the ability and willingness to consider a variety of sources, their relative 

reliability, to see things from other perspectives, to be open to the new but not blindly accepting of 

that same new – is a powerful thing. Something to be embraced. 

Knowing a tomato is a fruit is knowledge. Knowing to not put it in a fruit salad based on 

observation, experience, and communication with others knowledgeable in the crafting of edible 

fruit salads… that’s critical thinking manifest. 

This week is indeed officially 

Education Week, but then 

every week should be an 

educational one. If you are 

not learning new things 

every day, you may be 

comatose… or worse. 

Until next week… 

Wayne Eade 

Principal 



From the Office… 

Just a gentle reminder to visitors to the school, signing in 

using the QR code and the wearing of a face mask is 

compulsory. 

...and a big shout out of “Thanks!” to the very, very many 

who have done both when they have had to visit the school. 

House Championship Tally 

 

 

Cunningham  

128 433 

 

 

Blaxland 

126 557 

 

 

Lawson 

122 397 

 

 

Wentworth 

119 974 

Year 12 Parent/Teacher interview changes 

Dear parents and carers of Year 12, 

Current COVID restrictions do not permit face-to-face parent/teacher interviews. As this parent/

teacher evening would have been the last of its kind for the cohort, we have a solution: 

You can use this form to request a teacher of your child contact you, should you have any 

concerns, queries or questions. 

Thanks for your understanding. 

https://forms.gle/1fhcwhNRuthCaFRY8 

https://forms.gle/1fhcwhNRuthCaFRY8


Week 2 Term 3 P&C awards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Riley Hargraves 

Year 7 

For his positive attitude and 

application. 

Andy Box 

Year 8 

For making a positive start to Term 3. 

Patrick Quilty 

Year 9 

For always being a positive, safe 

respectful and responsible student. 

Ryder Dray 

Year 10 

For producing an excellent Macbeth 

analysis.  

Darcy Robertson 

Year 11 

For being safe, respectful and responsible in 

all situations and possessing a positive 

attitude .  

Daniel Kubowicz 

Year 12 

For demonstrating great application 

and perfect attendance.  



Canteen volunteers needed 

Mudgee High School canteen provides healthy food for students and staff. 

The canteen is managed by the P&C and all profits are used to fund school improvements and 

initiatives.   

The canteen relies on assistance from volunteers to help with food preparation. 

If you would like to volunteer some of your time, please contact the Canteen Manager, Michelle, 

on 0407 131 950 or Mr Holleman at carl.holleman@det.nsw.edu.au. 

Any amount of time you can spare to be available would be greatly appreciated. 

School excursions update 

As a result of the current COVID-19 outbreak, excursions have had to be cancelled or postponed. 

Payments already made for excursions which have been cancelled will be credited back to 

individual student accounts. 

Parents or carers who would like a refund will need to complete a refund application form and 

return it to the school via mail or email. The form has been included in this newsletter. A form can 

be emailed from the front office on request. 





Library News 

Term 3 is the start of a very busy season within the Library. Senior assessment in our Distance 

Education cohort is at full pace with both Trial and HSC examinations in ‘Speaking’ scheduled in 

Week 3 and Week 9 of term. Written Trial HSC examinations through our various distance 

education schools will also occur during Weeks 5 and 6. In 

Weeks 9 and 10, Year 11 will undertake their Preliminary 

course final examinations before 2022 HSC courses 

commence in Term 4. Please be mindful that Distance 

Education timeframes for senior examinations do not 

necessarily correspond with those set by Mudgee High for its 

students. 

Our three Aurora students are ‘deep’ into their assessment 

period across all subjects and are making excellent progress 

via remote learning. Ironically, in our ‘Aurora Bunker’ within 

the Library, remote learning was always a ‘thing’ prior to 

‘Covid times’. Online lessons, virtual classrooms of talking 

heads and interactive programs where Mathematics 

problems and brain storming ideas are jotted down and 

shared in real time, are everyday occurrences. 

Max Potential students in Year 10 continue to meet with their 

mentors this term. Weekly meetings between students 

enrolled in the program and community leaders across 

industries carry over from last term. Working towards 

personal projects that develop student skills and focus on 

community outcomes is a ‘win, win’ for all involved and the 

Library has been more than happy to accommodate the Max 

Potential initiative for several years. 

The six senior students enrolled in the UAVAIR drone course 

are still progressing towards achieving their commercial 

drone pilot licences. Utilising a combination of both online 

and face to face tuition, the course will continue in the 

Library. Practical drone flying days have also been underway 

during the year to date and these have occurred regularly on 

our school oval. 

At present, the Library is also hosting a display of 

‘Homemade Musical Instruments’ made by Mr Holleman’s 

Year 7 Music class. Some are highly imaginative and 

effective as ‘music makers’. Others stretch the humble Milo 

tin to the limit of its musical potential! 

Week 7 this term also marks Book Week 2021. The theme of 

Book Week this year is ‘Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other 

Worlds’. The Library will be running a display amongst other 

things to celebrate this event, showcasing both ‘iconic’ and 

new literature that explores this year’s theme.   

 
Year 7 homemade instruments 



English News 

Welcome back everyone.   

Many junior students are towards the end of their present units of work and may be completing 

assessment tasks or receiving them from their teachers with feedback. For juniors, if the task is 

late without an extension, they lose 20% per day. Many are given time during class to complete 

their tasks and should be able to submit them on time. 

Year 12 has recently completed their final assessment tasks and it was wonderful to see the 

improvement and high quality of their submissions. Their next hurdle will be the Trial 

examinations. We wish them the very best of luck for all these examinations and hope that they 

continue to improve their skills and knowledge of their courses. 

Year 11 has just had the first assessment task returned. Many students did a wonderful job, but 

others needed to follow processes for being absent. We still have students who have not 

submitted the first task. This is very disappointing to note. If your child/ward is absent from school 

for an assessment task, then it is beneficial for you to contact the school (email or phone) to let 

the school know that they will be absent. When your child returns to school, they should then 

seek out Ms Date and request a pink special consideration form. They need to complete the form, 

so that they are not penalised for submitting their task late. The policy states they will receive 0 

marks if late, so it is worthwhile to complete a request for special consideration when unforeseen 

events arise. 

Years 9/10 Premier’s Debating Challenge update 

At the end of Term 2, the second round of the prestigious Premier’s Debating Challenge saw 

Mudgee High debate a formidable team from Dubbo South College. With controversial topics 

about sport to choose from, Mudgee High won the coin toss and were affirmative on “That we 

should ban all sports involving animals." The winning combination of Daniel Pegg, Miriam 

Halbisch and Emilie Martin, assisted by their quick-thinking team adviser, Darcy Endacott, was 

victorious on the day. The team now faces Delroy College in the third round of the competition. 

These students have been excellent ambassadors for Mudgee High and are commended on their 

commitment to debating. 

Book Week 21 – 27 August  

Book Week is fast approaching and the English staff are busily organising a series of activities in 

which students may participate. The theme for this year is ‘Old Worlds, New Worlds and Other 

Worlds’. Some activities will be conducted during roll call, others during class time. 



Some of the activities include: 

• Book cover design competition - Miss Heckendorf will be holding a design competition for 

the best re-imagined book cover. Students can draw, paint, digitally edit or use any creative 

compilation to produce a new cover for their favourite book. Prizes will be in the offering. More 

details to come closer to the date. 

• Teacher recommendations - Miss Heckendorf will also be interviewing staff at MHS to put 

together a list of teachers’ recommendations. Teachers will be encouraged to share their 

favourite books and what makes these stories special to them. Who knows what fabulous new 

books we may discover?  

• Door design competition for roll call groups – Miss Eslick will be 

organising this competition. More details on this will be released over 

the coming weeks. 

• Trivia during roll call – As part of Book Week, Mrs Daniels will be 

running a trivia challenge in roll call. There will be five questions each 

day on literature pertaining to Old Worlds, New Worlds and Other 

Worlds. The winning roll call will win a prize donated by the English 

staff. In the event of a tiebreaker, these roll calls will have an 

additional question to decide the winner.  

• Poetry competition – Ms May will be hosting this event. There is 

more than $5000 in prizes to be won. The competition requires a 

twenty-line nature poem. The competition closes on 17 September. More details to follow 

closer to the date. 

• Mystery game – Mrs Willetts will be hosting this event. She has many exciting ideas about 

how this will run over a couple of weeks. Details to be released closer to the event. 

• War of the words – Ms Tetley will be curating this event. It will occur during class time, with 

winners have a ‘word off’ during Assembly. More details to follow. 

• Vox pop – Miss Hooper and Mr Golden are organising this section. It will feature students/staff 

and some community members, and their reading suggestions. Stay tuned! 

• Blind date with a book – Ms Tetley and the English faculty will provide students with an 

opportunity to ‘date’ a book.  Can’t wait to see which books students ‘date’ and what they think 

of them. 

There will also be activities for junior classes during Book Week. 



HSIE Junior Assessment Schedule Semester 2 2021 

Students in Year 7 are studying Stage 4 Geography for the whole year. Students in Year 8 are 

studying Stage 4 History for the whole year. Year 9 are studying History in Semester Two. Year 

10 are studying History in Semester Two. Some students in Years 8, 9 and 10 have elected to 

study either Commerce 08, Commerce 11, Commerce 12, and/or Aboriginal Studies.  

The following assessment schedule is a guideline. There may be some minor variations, 

however, students will be adequately notified of any changes to due dates as they arise. 

 Year and 
Subject 

Assessment Task  
Task 

Weighting 

Due Date 

Please note that the due date for the 
task falls within the listed week. The 
exact due date for each task will vary 
within that week depending on which 

day the student has that class. 

 Year 7 
Geography 

Assignment – Water in the World 

Examination – Interconnections 

Progressive Bookmark 

Class Participation 

40% 

30% 

20% 

10% 

Week 8 Term 3 

Week 4 Term 4 

Ongoing 

Ongoing 

 Year 8 
History 

Assignment – Medieval Europe 

Examination – Polynesian Expansion 

Progressive Bookmark 

Class Participation 

40% 

30% 

20% 

10% 

Week 8 Term 3 

Week 3 Term 4 

Ongoing 

Ongoing 

 Year 9 
History 

Assignment – World Wars 

Examination – Movement of People 

Progressive Bookmark 

Class Participation 

40% 

30% 

20% 

10% 

Week 9 Term 3 

Week 3 Term 4 

Ongoing 

Ongoing 

 Year 10 
History 

Assignment – Aboriginal Rights & 
Freedoms 

Examination – Cold War & Decade Study 

Progressive Bookmark 

Class Participation 

40% 

30% 

20% 

10% 

Week 6 Term 3 

Week 3 Term 4 

Ongoing 

Ongoing 

 Commerce 12 

Assignment – Law, Society & Political 
Involvement 

Examination - Crime 

Progressive Bookmark 

Class Participation 

45% 

30% 

15% 

10% 

Week 8 Term 3 

Week 3 Term 4 

Ongoing 

Ongoing 

 Commerce 11 

Assignment – Economic & Business 
Environment 

Examination – Our Economy 

Progressive Bookmark 

Class Participation 

45% 

30% 

15% 

10% 

Week 9 Term 3 

Week 3 Term 4 

Ongoing 

Ongoing 

Commerce 08 

Assignment – Promoting and Selling 

Examination – Investing 

Progressive Bookmark 

Class Participation 

45% 

30% 

15% 

10% 

Week 8 Term 3 

Week 4 Term 4 

Ongoing 

Ongoing 

 Aboriginal 
Studies 

Assignment – Self Determination and 
Autonomy 

Test – Aboriginal Peoples and the Visual 
Arts 

Class Participation 

40% 

30% 

30% 

Week 8 Term 3 

Week 3 Term 4 

Ongoing 



Assignments may be submitted in either hand-written or typed form. If students wish to submit 

their work digitally, this should be done through Google Classroom’s “Turn In” function. This is the 

preference for digital submissions. 

Work may be handed in on paper. Please do not assume that everything has to be digital. 

If your child is unable to meet the due date for an assessment task, they will need to complete an 

application for Special Consideration. These forms can be collected from the HSIE staffroom. It is 

the responsibility of the student to collect this form, complete it and return it to the head teacher of 

HSIE or their classroom teacher. In the event of a sudden absence, perhaps the result of illness 

or misadventure, the form can be completed after the due date. In all other circumstances, 

application for Special Consideration must be completed in advance of the due date. 

Accessing Google Classrooms 

Students should be making the most of the Google Classroom facility for their HSIE studies. To 

access these classrooms they will need the following entry codes: 

 

 

 

 

 

Students will need to sign into the Google Platform using their  @education.nsw.gov.au  login 

details. 

Subject Entry Code   Subject Entry Code 

Year 7 Geography hwfmzkw   Aboriginal Studies 6ukp6z2 

Year 8 History 6i2ugt4   Commerce 11 66t45cz 

Year 9 History 4usvhpv   Commerce 12 ek6eogu 

Year 10 History 5c5qkmw   Commerce 08 6scaun3 



High Potential and Gifted News 

Last term, the High Potential and Gifted Program students engaged in the Department of 

Education’s Game Changer Challenge. This is a state-wide initiative that is entering its fourth 

year and is available to 2,200 plus public schools across New South Wales. The premise of this 

challenge is for students to engage in design thinking, which is a human-centred approach to 

solving complex problems. Empathy and collaboration are at the heart of design thinking. 

Our students eagerly engaged in the challenges laid before them, tackling the question: ‘Humans 

have unlimited needs but the planet has limited capacity to satisfy them’. Our five teams 

presented innovative solutions. 

One of our team has successfully made it through to the quarter finals and is one of the top eight 

teams from our region. This is particularly impressive because our Year 7 and 8 teams are 

competing with students from Year 7 through to Year 12!!! 

Our successful team comprises Cameron Etherington, Olivia Martin, Rachel Channon, Macy 

Dowler and Amy Ioane. Read their 300 word submission below: 

“A gradual increase in the earth's temperatures has led to climate change. Humans see climate 

change as less rain, longer droughts and hotter summers. Carbon dioxide is a naturally occurring 

greenhouse gas.  

One of the reasons for climate change is the increase of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. CO2 

is the earth's number 1 greenhouse gas and can be released through the process of burning coal 

for energy. Coal mines around Mudgee, our local area, are collecting immense amounts of coal, 

and Australia produces 554 763 963 tons of coal per year. 

To decrease the amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere we have thought of a way to trap 

the carbon dioxide before it mixes in with our air. 

If a filter is placed within a factory that burns coal, it will separate the carbon dioxide from the 

other gases before it gets released into the atmosphere. We will then combine the carbon from 

the carbon dioxide with organic waste. This mixture will then be compressed and heated with 

other chemicals and be pumped back into the earth. 

By following these steps we are not only decreasing the amount of carbon dioxide in the 

atmosphere but also restoring carbon into the Earth to create more coal. We have created a 

renewable cycle that will improve the quality of the atmosphere and restore the necessary 

minerals in the soil to survive.” 

Mudgee High wishes them luck in the 

next round of the competition! 



Year 12 sign-out procedures 2021  

Date: 12 and 19 November  

Time: 10.00am to 12 noon  

Follow the steps below:  

• Pay any school subject fees that remain outstanding at the front office. The sign-out cannot 

be completed if contributions remain unpaid. Student Assistance is available where 

students have difficulty meeting their financial obligations. Please apply prior to this date.  

• Collect a personalised, pre-printed leaver’s form from the front office.  

• Return all textbooks, library books and other school property to faculties. Some textbooks 

and resources may have already been returned and the partially completed leavers form 

will be held by the office.  

• Return the completed leavers form to the office.  

HSC assessment ranks can be obtained by visiting the Students Online page of the NSW 

Education Standards (NESA) site www.educationstandards.nsw.edu.au from 2 December. You 

will need to use your student number and the PIN number issued to you in a letter sent 

from NESA. If you have any questions about your rankings or if you believe any are incorrect, an 

appeal must be lodged with Mr Rosolen by 9 November.  

All students who have paid the $50 textbook deposit, returned all texts, paid all subject fees and 

completed an “Application for Year 12 book deposit refund 2021” form by 12 November, will 

receive a refund into their nominated bank account (form available on next page). 

Note: These deposits are processed by DoE State Office.  
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Casual Pool Attendants required 

Mid-Western Regional Council are currently advertising for Casual Pool Attendants in Mudgee 

and Gulgong. 

Please find below a link to the vacancies and how to apply. 

http://www.midwestern.nsw.gov.au/council/employment 

Council have coordinated with Royal Life Saving to have a complete Lifeguard course held at the 

Mudgee Pool on 15, 16 and 17 October to assist those applicants interested in applying to obtain 

this essential qualification. 

A Compulsory Information Meeting (of approximately one hour) will take place after the closing 

date of this campaign. 

 

Melanie Nelson 
Human Resources Officer 

t 02 6378 2824 | m 0429 155 623 | f 02 6378 2815 
e melanie.nelson@midwestern.nsw.gov.au  

a 88 Market Street | PO Box 156 Mudgee NSW 2850 
w www.midwestern.nsw.gov.au 

facebook | twitter | youtube 

 

Confidentiality notice: This email may contain confidential and/or private information. If you received this in error please delete and notify sender. 

http://www.midwestern.nsw.gov.au/council/employment
mailto:melanie.nelson@midwestern.nsw.gov.au
http://www.midwestern.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mid-Western-Regional-Council/497344146956154?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/MWRCouncil
http://www.youtube.com/user/MidWesternRegionalC








Sponsorship 

Mudgee High School - LINK Program 

Proudly supported by 

Ulan Coal Mine 


