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Principal’s Message 

 

HSC Preparation 

Earlier this term, government schools were asked to detail what additional supports 

they put in place for their HSC students; the kinds of things schools do that are not 

part of the teaching award but certainly apart of the “extra yards” teachers put in. 

Mudgee High did not escape this audit. 

I was able to report that Mudgee High offers a range of supports that go above and 

beyond, not all of them limited to Year 12 or even senior students. Among the 

offerings were: 

• The Mathematics faculty offers additional tutoring after school every 

Monday afternoon. 

• The English faculty offers additional tutoring after school every Tuesday 

afternoon. 

• A number of course teachers offer additional face to face time before 

school. 

• Over the course of the July break, a number of Year 12 teachers each year 

register “variations to routine” to formalise additional face to face time with 

their respective students. Many students benefit from additional tuition and 

guidance in those subjects where major works are produced; courses like 

Extension 2 English, Industrial Technology Timber, Textiles, Visual Arts. 

• The September/ October break also regularly sees a range of additional 

face-to-face opportunities made available to our Year 12 students in the 

lead up to the HSC examinations. 

At the time the audit took place, the NSW Teachers’ Federation, the teachers’ union, 

expressed some apprehension about its purpose. That institution’s concern seemed 

to be that such an audit may be a prelude to a change in the teaching award; turning 

what has been goodwill into mandated expectation. It would be more pleasant to 

think the audit was a way for those further up the ladder to get a broader, state-wide 

view of just how much above-and-beyond happens in our schools to assist the young 

people with whom we work; the people we know, value and care for. 

The photographs that accompany this week’s newsletter editorial feature several of 

Mr Smith’s Industrial Technology Timber students at work on their major works. 

There may be some lily gilding in that last comment as some could not help but ham 

it up… that’s just what can happen when the principal turns up with a camera. 

You should expect to see more evidence of the good work that goes on to prepare 

our Year 12s for the HSC. 

World Events 

If you’ve been sleeping the sleep of Rip Van Winkle, you may have missed some of 

this year’s bigger events; the persistence of climate change, the COVID pandemic 

and more recently, the global attention that has been focused on racism and more 

particularly institutionalised racism. 

 
 

Monday 

29 June 

Week 10 Term 2 

2020 

MHS Newsletter 
   Mudgee High School – Locked Bag 2004, MUDGEE NSW 2850 

  ABN:  18 246 198 266 Telephone:  (02) 6372 1533  Facsimile: 6372 6321 
  Website:  www.mudgee-h.schools.nsw.edu.au   

 Email:  mudgee-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
https://www.facebook.com/mudgeehighschool/ 

http://www.mudgee-h.schools.nsw.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/mudgeehighschool/


Unfortunately, schools are seldom havens from racist acts. We know that on occasion, some of our students are the 

subject of such acts. We recognise too that some of our students come through the gate in possession of ideas that 

have little place in a culturally diverse society; Australian society. Punishment is seldom a deterrent as it does not 

address the root cause. Explicit teaching – education – to counter ill-conceived prejudices has far more chance of 

gaining traction. 

We address issues of racism by having teaching staff trained as Anti-Racism Contact Officers or ARCOs. Most 

schools have one ARCO. Mudgee High has two; not because it is a hotbed of racism but because we had one and 

inherited another. Our ARCOs are Mrs Carr and Miss Windeyer. In fact, in addition to being an ARCO, Mrs Carr is a 

trainer of ARCOs. 

What do ARCOs do? 

The following italicised description comes from the NSW Department of Education: 

The ARCO is the central point of contact for complaints of racism. They record complaints and resolution methods, 

and maintain all data in line with the policy guidelines. 

The following complaints process has been summarised from the Anti-racism education – advice for schools 

implementation document: 

• The ARCO liaises with the complainant to ascertain the most appropriate complaints resolution procedure. 

This depends on the seriousness of the complaint or if complainant is fearful of, or intimidated by the 

respondent. 

• If an informal resolution isn’t possible, the ARCO advises the complainant of their rights and refers the 

matter to the complaints manager. The complaints manager is nominated by the principal and is often an 

executive member of staff or the principal themselves. In line with the guidelines, they can request the 

ARCO’s assistance. 

• The complaints manager is responsible for complaints requiring a formal resolution and they lead any 

investigation or negotiation. 

• The complaints manager makes the final decision on whether a negotiated settlement is possible. The 

complaints manager informs the complainant, the respondent, the ARCO and the school principal of each 

outcome. 

Our students can rest safe knowing this: Their school will stand against racism. 

Australia’s future has always been in the hands of its youth. As the adults in the room, we teachers and parents have 

an ethical obligation to assist the young people in our collective care; to assist them to be best positioned to create a 

better future for all that does not discriminate on race… nor religion, sexual orientation or gender for that matter. 

The young people in our collective care need assistance to become critical thinkers. 

Critical thinking provides the ability to recognise bias and to be courageous to expose it. Critical thinking is a core 

component of much that is taught in high school, particularly in the humanities like English and History. 

Critical thinking makes mindless persecution – discrimination based on nothing deeper than visual or cultural 

differences – all but impossible. 

Critical thinking is the enemy of prejudice and bigotry. Who among us would not be happier leading a life with a little 

less of such things? 

Until next term… 

Wayne Eade 

Principal 
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Writing Friday 

 

MUDGEE HIGH SCHOOL P&C 

The next meeting of the Mudgee High School P&C will be held 
on Monday 27 July 2020 at 7pm in the school library.  

Entry via Horatio Street.          

All welcome. 

Week 9 Term 2  Awards 

P&C Awards: Year 7 - Brooke Smith; Year 8 - Charli Marshall; Year 9 - Kimberly Smith;  

   Year 10 - Elian Lees; Year 11 - Makayla Roe; Year 12 - Bailey Wrage    

    



Commerce 08 take off around the world!! 
 

 

As part of their studies in Commerce 08, students have been studying the module “Travel.” Each student created a 

passport, complete with photo and Australia’s coat of arms. 

Working in groups, students were given destination packages. Each package required them to research and colour 

the national flag, locate the destination on a world map, research political and geographical elements of the 

destination, write a cultural account of a significant site, research and draw the currency notes and finally research 

accommodation and food options. 

For each destination, students completed a boarding pass and were given a visa in their passport once the research 

tasks were completed. 

With one country from each continent, students travelled the world. 

 



Steampunk 
 

 

Branching out from their study of the Industrial Revolution, students in the Support Unit grew inventive with 

Steampunk creations. 

The term “Steampunk” was originally coined in the 1980s to define a specific type of literature that had been 

previously undefined. This literary genre is usually set in the Victorian era, combined with futuristic innovations that 

may have arisen if our advances in technology had been mechanical and steam-powered. The imagery of 

Steampunk is always very futuristic but still retains the Victorian style — imagine brass, wood, glass, iron and plenty 

of detailing. 

 



Theatre at Mudgee High School 
 

 

Students in Years 8, 9, 10, and 12 have been exploring the fantastical world of theatre. DR08 students have been 

delving into the realm of drama elements and staging. Each lesson, Year 8 students have used their imagination to 

create new worlds while still challenging their perceptions about the world and themselves. The students, even for a 

few moments, can become another person, explore a new role, try out and experiment with various personal choices 

and solutions to very real problems; problems from their own life, or problems faced by characters in literature or 

historical figures. The students have been playing, practising, and performing; developing their ability and skills to be 

able to focus the mind, the body and the voice. 

Students in DR11 have been exploring the wondrous world of film. By applying the techniques and knowledge that 

they have learned over the course of this semester, students have worked to create a short film based on the theme 

“identity”. The films are due in week seven and the best will be a part of the MAD concert. 

Students in Year 12 have been working on their group performances and individual projects for the HSC. With a mix 

of performances and designs, students are to use all their accumulated knowledge and creative skills to demonstrate 

the world in which their plays exist for their individual projects. Students are to extend their imaginations to create a 

group performance based on a situation provided to them by NESA. Students have created stories that contain 

cavemen, aliens, and people in commercials. 

As Einstein once said, “Imagination is more important than knowledge.” 



Creative and Performing Arts student of the week 
 

 

Zoya McCoullough is the Creative and Performing Arts student of the week.  

Zoya has demonstrated ongoing outstanding talent in creating intricate and sophisticated drawing and paintings. An 

absolute superstar! She should be proud of her achievements and is encouraged to keep up the impressive work. 

 



Anti-bullying Alliance 
 

What does cyberbullying look like? 

Cyberbullying behaviour might include: 

• abusive texts and emails 

• hurtful messages, images or videos 

• imitating others online 

• excluding others online 

• humiliating others online 

• spreading nasty online gossip and chat 

• creating fake accounts to trick someone or humiliate them. 

How common is it? 

In the 12 months to June 2017: 

• One in five Australian young people reported being socially excluded, threatened or abused online. 

• 55% sought help from their parents, 28% from their friends; 38% blocked the offending social media 

account; 12% reported it to the website or platform. 

• One in five Australian young people (15% of kids, 24% of teens) admitted behaving in a negative way to a 

peer online — such as calling them names, deliberately excluding them, or spreading lies or rumours. Of 

these, more than 90% had had a negative online experience themselves. 
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Mudgee High School - LINK Program 

Proudly supported by 

Ulan Coal Mine 


