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Principal’s Message 

 

Communication 

If you are reading this newsletter, thank you. You have tapped into just one of the 

platforms through which Mudgee High gets out at least some of our message. That 

message, of course, is the many good things that happen in this place. 

I read recently a piece that examined the ways in which government-sponsored 

exclusive schools – private schools – market themselves. The focus of their work is 

centred on cultivating ties with new families, drawing them into their school 

communities, encouraging them to enrol. That makes sense. Those federal dollars 

rolling in are determined by enrolments. A missing communication element identified 

in the piece was what those same schools do for their existing families. 

We live in a world populated by people who increasingly expect that news and 

information will be at their fingertips twenty-four hours a day. Savvy types in the 

media industry argue that millennials, that generation whose children are now 

entering school, not only expect but demand almost instant communication. As both 

individuals and as parents, they are more connected than before, and place high 

expectations on businesses – and schools have become just one more enterprise 

with whom they transact business – to keep them well informed.  

In that same piece, Altitude Business Group, a business that services other 

businesses to make them more effective, found this: 

• 80% of customers expect a response to their social media post within 24 

hours. 

• 31% of customers expect a reply to an email within one hour. 

• 3 in every 5 customers will contact businesses through their mobile phone. 

At this end, we know it too. 

If we have cause to call an ambulance because your child has grown ill, it is 

reasonable to expect that we will notify you if not immediately then as soon as 

practicable. 

If you wish to raise an issue with us, it is fair to expect to be either put through to 

someone best placed to help or given a reasonable timeframe as to when you can 

expect your call to be returned. 

We have had a social media presence for several years now, via Facebook. We also 

respond to requests for information left on this page, often within twenty-four hours 

but many times in a much shorter time period, even outside business hours. 

We have a website that is constantly monitored so as to ensure it is up to date in the 

information it provides. 

We acknowledge and celebrate the special events and regular activities that occur at 

school in our weekly newsletter. The newsletter is pushed out via email, published on 

our website and linked through our Facebook page. 

We expect the relationships your children build with the school to be positive, fruitful 

ones. We want the relationships we build with you, our parents and carers, as well as 

the wider Mudgee community, to be as equally positive and fruitful. 
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If you do have feedback on how your communication experience with the school could be improved, please feel free 

to contact us. You should also feel free to contact us when you have had a positive experience. On this last point, a 

particular enrolment from interstate stood out for me. The carer involved said that the people with whom she had 

spoken regarding to what school she should send her child in Mudgee had, “sung the praises of the high school.” 

Word of mouth can be a powerful ally and certainly was in this case. So too our media presence. It is good to know 

that what we as educators think is a pretty good place translates too in the same way into much of the wider 

community. 

Until next week… 

Wayne Eade 

Principal 

 

 

Year 11’s Annabel Staples tapping on - Yondr is here. 



Writing Friday 

 

MUDGEE HIGH SCHOOL P&C 

The next meeting of the Mudgee High School P&C will be held 
on Monday 23 March 2020 at 7pm in the school library.  

Entry via Horatio Street.          

All welcome. 

Week 4 Term 1  Awards 

P&C Awards: Year 7 - Chelsea Mottershead; Year 8 - Max Dowdy; Year 9 - Samuel Evans;  

   Year 10 - Brodie Sargeant; Year 11 - Zac Halliday; Year 12 - Rocco Carbone     

SRR Award: Blake Dwyer    



Mathematics Faculty News 
 

 

The Mathematics faculty would like to welcome all students back to school.   

A reminder that students are required to bring the correct equipment to each and every Mathematics lesson. 

Workbooks, textbooks, calculator, geometric set (when required) and writing equipment, including a 30cm rule are all 

essential items when taking part in a Mathematics lesson. Without the required equipment, students may find it 

difficult to fully participate in the learning opportunities available. HSC approved calculators which have been chosen 

to best meet the needs of students for their high school years are available for purchase at the front office at a 

competitive price of $23.60  

It is a busy time for our senior students. Year 12 students studying Standard 1 and Standard 2 Mathematics 

commenced study on the new syllabuses last year and will continue with this new course to complete HSC 

requirements this year. All Year 11 students, including those at the Advanced and Extension levels, are studying 

courses based on the new syllabuses.   

Monday afternoon tutoring will again run this year. This additional support, provided by teachers in the Mathematics 

faculty for all students Years 7 to 12, starts straight after school and students can work until 4.30pm.  If students wish 

to attend, they are encouraged to come up to the classrooms near the Mathematics Staffroom with some work and/or 

questions to work on with the teachers.  

2020 sees more challenging classroom activities in Year 7 with the introduction of a Gifted and Talented program 

made available to all classes. The program will involve enrichment tasks for those students capable of achieving at a 

higher level, improving their problem solving skills and extending their higher order thinking. Their teachers are very 

excited about implementing this program.  

Mudgee High is an aerosol-free school 

 

The use of aerosol deodorant or perfume sprays is banned at Mudgee High. Some members of the school 

community suffer severe reactions to the drift from aerosols resulting in potentially life threatening asthma or 

anaphylactic shock. This is a serious matter and staff will confiscate any aerosol products being used at school. 

Please note the following: 

• Aerosols are banned from school premises, excursions, sporting events and all events where students 

are in confined spaces. 

• Students are encouraged to apply deodorant at home. 

• Roll-on and stick deodorants are permitted at school. 

 



OnSTAGE 
 

Theatre, theatre and more theatre! 

5.30am early on a summer morning, 23 students and two teachers embarked on a theatre journey to Sydney. With 

the train lines under repair following fires and floods, buses become the only option to get the group to the rail head 

at Springwood. Once the group arrived in Sydney, they were struck by the humidity and warm weather. This was not 

what they were expecting after the days of heavy rainfall. With sweat dripping down their backs, they set off to find 

their accommodation. After getting slightly lost (thanks to their teacher) and climbing “thousands” of stairs, they 

discovered their place for the night. Unfortunately, to get to their rooms they had to climb yet more stairs. Groans 

echoed the halls with this news.  After a quick lunch break they headed off to the Sydney Museum.  

With cheerful sighs students walked into the cool, air-conditioned building. Fascinated by the Aboriginal history of 

Sydney, many of the students wanted to stay and explore the museum more. With the teachers ushering the 

students along, the group were next off to NIDA. Yet the bus they needed to get on was tardy. Bus after bus, 

students grew restless and the teachers grew worried. The bus that they had intended to catch doesn’t run on 

Mondays! With groans, the students boarded an alternate bus that would get them to their next destination. With 

excitement in their eyes, the group walked into the halls of NIDA. After several hours of waterfalls, body 

constructions and music, students had finished their first workshop of the trip.  

The group was lead around NIDA to experience its superior design. Both teachers and students were hot, tired and 

hungry and yet they had much to do before the night was over. Making their way to Circular Quay, the group only 

had 45 minutes to purchase and eat dinner before they headed off to Redfern. With heavy feet, students walked from 

Redfern station to the Seymour Centre were they watched the best of the best of HSC Drama. In awe of the front row 

seats they had, students settled down for the show. Experiencing performances that explored the full range of 

emotions, causing everything from laughter to sadness, the students grew excited for their chance to complete their 

Group Performance. At 11:40 pm students made their way back to their beds, tired but excited for the next day.  

With a 7.30 am start, students ate their breakfast and packed ready for the day. Off they went back to Redfern for 

their second and longest workshop of the trip with Australian Theatre for Young People (ATYP). “Miss this was better 

than NIDA”, was heard from many. Yet they couldn’t stop, they had to keep moving to their next stop, the park, for 

lunch. With only an hour, students ran to stores to collect additional/alternate rations to the sandwiches provided. 

Inhaling their food, the group went off again to their final workshop of the trip at Belvoir. With heavy breaths the 

group made it up the steep hill only to discover more stairs!  

Exhausted, hot and hungry, the group completed their last workshop. Full of group work and games, the students 

become more aware of each other and the space. With heavy hearts the group left the Belvoir theatre to head home 

back to Mudgee. Even though the tracks where still down, the group had arrived in Mudgee by 9:50pm.  

Miss Potts 

 





Anti-Bullying Alliance Update 
 
Defining Bullying and Anti-Bullying Procedures 

Here is a brief recap of the official definition of bullying and our procedures for reporting 

bullying at MHS.  

We have an open door policy in regards to bullying. You are more than welcome to come 

and talk to a member of the Anti-Bullying Alliance. As team members of the ABA, we are 

aware of the cases that come through the reporting system, even if we do not deal with them directly. We will also be 

able to update you on our latest anti-bullying strategies. If you would like an appointment, please email us at: 

antibullying@mudgeehighschool.net 

What is bullying? 

The national definition of bullying for Australian schools is: 

Bullying is an ongoing and deliberate misuse of power in relationships through repeated verbal, physical and/or 
social behaviour that intends to cause physical, social and/or psychological harm. It can involve an individual or a 
group misusing their power, or perceived power, over one or more persons who feel unable to stop it from 
happening. 

Bullying can happen in person or online, via various digital platforms and devices and it can be obvious (overt) or 
hidden (covert). Bullying behaviour is repeated, or has the potential to be repeated, over time (for example, through 
sharing of digital records). 

Bullying of any form or for any reason can have immediate, medium and long-term effects on those involved, 
including bystanders. Single incidents and conflict or fights between equals, whether in person or online, are not 
defined as bullying. 

What bullying is not: 

Behaviours that do not constitute bullying include: 

• Mutual arguments and disagreements (where there is no power imbalance). 

• Not liking someone or a single act of social rejection. 

• One-off acts of meanness or spite. 

• Isolated incidents of aggression, intimidation or violence. 

Anti-Bullying Reporting and Procedures at MHS 

If a student, parent, teacher or friend wishes to make a report there are a couple of options. The preferred option is to 

go to our school website at the following URL:  

https://mudgee-h.schools.nsw.gov.au/supporting-our-students/student-health-and-safety/anti-bullying.html 

There is a link at the top of the website page that says Report Bullying Here. This takes you to a google form that, 

once submitted, goes to the members of the Anti-Bullying Alliance for processing. The teacher nominated on the 

form then uses the Method of Shared Concern to discuss the issue with the people reported as doing the bullying 

and those reported as being bullied. The teacher may also discuss what is happening with bystanders and friends. 

After the individual mediation, if the matter settles, there is a group meeting. The aim of this approach is facilitating 

empathy and caring among all parties.  

This process has been successful in the majority of the cases. It is a non-punitive approach, there is no punishment 

for any of the parties. However, we may ask anyone found to have acted in a bullying fashion to make amends if this 

is appropriate. This is in the form of a sincere apology and a resolution for a change in behaviour. We acknowledge 

that not everyone can or should be friends. We do however believe that everyone can be treated with kindness and 

respect. Being respectful is one of our PB4L universals and a foundation of the positive and productive atmosphere 

the majority of students experience at Mudgee High School.  

 

 

A NSW Government initiative: antibullying.nsw.gov.au. 

An Anti-Bullying Alliance information and resource strategy in conjunction with Mudgee High School’s Anti-Bullying Plan. 

mailto:antibullying@mudgeehighschool.net
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/WhatIsBullying/DefinitionOfBullying/Pages/Glossary.aspx#P
https://mudgee-h.schools.nsw.gov.au/supporting-our-students/student-health-and-safety/anti-bullying.html






NSW school vaccination program 
 

 

Each year, NSW Health works in partnership with schools to offer the vaccines recommended by the National Health 

and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) for adolescents as part of the school vaccination program.  

In 2020 the following vaccines will be offered:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Parent Information Kits that include an information sheet, consent form and privacy statement will be sent home to 

parents/guardians. To consent to the vaccination of their child, parents/guardians are advised to:  

• Read all the information provided. 

• Complete the consent form, including signing their name next to the vaccine/s they would like their child to 

receive.  

• Return the completed consent form to their child’s school. 

• Ensure that their child eats breakfast on the day of the school vaccination clinic.  

Please note that, to improve vaccination completion, students will be opportunistically offered any missed doses 

during Year 7 or 8 (for HPV and dTpa vaccination) and during Year 10 or 11 (for Meningococcal ACWY vaccination).  

Parents/guardians who wish to withdraw their consent for any reason may do so by writing to the school Principal or 

phoning the school. The Procedure for Withdrawal of Consent is available on the NSW Health website at: 

www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation/Pages/withdraw_consent.aspx  

A Record of Vaccination will be provided to each student vaccinated at each clinic either as a physical card 

or a text message sent to the mobile number recorded on the consent form. Details about vaccinations given 

at school will also be uploaded to the Australian Immunisation Register (AIR) to support complete 

vaccination histories.  

Year Vaccine Number of doses 

Human papillomavirus (HPV) 2 doses at least 6 months apart 

Year 7  
Diphtheria/Tetanus/Pertussis 

(whooping cough) 
Single dose 

Year 10 Meningococcal ACWY Single dose 

https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation/Pages/withdraw_consent.aspx
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Mudgee Relay For Life registrations are now open! 
 
Please join us for the Mudgee Relay For Life in April 2020 as we come together to celebrate survivorship, remember 

loved ones lost and fight back against cancer.  

Event details 

Date: 4 – 5 April 2020  

Place: Victoria Park, Mudgee 

To register, please visit www.cancercouncil.org.au/mudgeerelay 

For more information, please like our Facebook page ‘Mudgee & District Relay For Life’ for updates. 

St George Dragons 

Charity Shield Game St George branch event. 

Friday 28 February from 3.30pm 

St George Bank, Shop 4, 32 Church Street 
 

There will be St George Dragons players in branch with merchandise to give away, 

along with free tickets for the game, kids colouring in and other fun activities.  
 

Last year was a huge success thanks to the community coming to visit and get behind 
the team and we would love to see the same again this year. 

http://www.cancercouncil.org.au/mudgeerelay
https://www.facebook.com/MudgeeRelayForLife/


Sponsorship 

Mudgee High School - LINK Program 

Proudly supported by 

Ulan Coal Mine 


