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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

There’s Gold in Them Thar Students!
The end of Term 3 each year sees a ritual begin that pre-dates my incumbency:
Principal’s Gold.
Twice a year, at the end of Term 3 for our out-going Year 12 students and the end of Term 4
for all other students, the young people in our care are asked to reflect on their time at Mudgee
High and consider whether they are worthy of Principal’s Gold.

COMING EVENTS






Sep 11-15 Prelim HSC
Exams
Sep 21 – Rainbow Day
Sep 22 – Y12
Presentation/Graduation
Sep 22 – Last day of
term 3
Oct 9 – Students return
term 4

Principal’s Gold is an acknowledgement of those students who have shown a genuine
commitment to their studies, involved themselves in a positive manner across a range of school
activities, and whose attendance, co-operation and overall positive approach to school is
clearly supported by the evidence.
If a student feels they are worthy of Principal’s Gold, they must also have to have the gumption
to make application and be prepared to face interview to support that application.
So it was a real pleasure, as it always is, to first read the applications submitted and interview
so very many good people last week. The mainstream media offers up a seemingly endless
diet of horror stories suggesting our world is out of control. Often the coverage turns to the
wickedness of youth. I think I can safely say after last week’s interviews that you can discount
some of the hype, keep calm and go about your business. Based on the calibre of young people
interviewed last week, the future appears to be in very good hands.

*****
Science… and Opportunity
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Make sure you take a look at Andrea Holden’s reflection on her recent science retreat in
London. What a fantastic opportunity the London International Youth Science Forum was. And
what a great ambassador Andrea made for Mudgee High, the wider Mudgee and indeed
Australia.
Mudgee High offers a great many academic, cultural and sporting opportunities every year. To
access these opportunities, all students need do is pay attention. They are well publicised and,
on occasion, students may even receive a “tap on the shoulder” to alert them to things they
may have missed.
Until next week…
Wayne Eade
Principal

TERM 3 WEEK 8 AWARDS
P & C AWARDS: Yr 7 – Chelsea Burnard, Yr 8 – Taliah Miller, Yr 9 – Eligh Jacobs, Yr 10 – Dane Kelley,
Yr 11 – Jade-Anne Hundy, Yr 12 – Caleb Lynch
SRR AWARD: Callum Tyrrell – Year 9
ANDREA HOLDEN REFLECTS ON HER TIME AT THE LONDON INTERNATIONAL YOURTH SCIENCE FORUM
Wow, what an experience. Coming from a small country town and going to London to meet likeminded people at 17
years of age was an incredible journey and nerve racking at times. I am so glad that I attended the London International
Youth Science Forum as I was able to participate in so many lectures and scientific visits that expanded my awareness
of the different STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) branches. I attended lectures and visited
scientific institutions and labs all across England including both at Oxford and Cambridge. Some of these visits and
lectures included; University of Cambridge Biomedical Research Centre and Cambridge Science Centre, Exploring
the Universe with the European Space Agency, and Imperial College London, Department of Materials: Biomaterials
in Regenerative Medicine… just to name a few.
In addition to the amazing science, I met so many likeminded participants and I was able to learn about so many
different facets of culture and religion, which is also something that I am extremely interested in. One of my initial goals
was to meet a person from every country, there being 67 countries represented, however, a couple of days into my
trip, I realised that my goal was a bit ambitious as there were 480 other young people in attendance.
One of opportunity I had early in the forum was to
meet new people in a Great Crossword Treasure
Hunt. We were obliged to form teams of ten. My
team included people from five countries and
three continents. They came from Zimbabwe,
Taiwan, Switzerland, Australia, England and
Spain.
I officially fell in love with London – what an
amazing city! The blending of thousands of years
of history was mind-blowing, and I was able to see
many major tourist attractions in London and
greater England. These included; Stonehenge,
the Salisbury Cathedral, the London Eye,
Westminster Abbey, Big Ben, and the State
Rooms at Buckingham Palace. Supposedly it was
summer but rained 25% of time and I was in jeans
and a jumper. A new friend from Northern England, clad in a summer dress, complained about the heat; it was 22
degrees. She needs to come to Australia to know what summer is!
The London International Youth
Science Forum was one of the most
amazing experiences of my life. Even
though it put considerable pressure
on my last year of school, I would do
it again in a heartbeat. I would like to
sincerely
thank
all
of
the
organisations and individuals that
helped sponsor me to get to London,
including the SRC, and also the staff
at Mudgee High for all their support
before and after my trip.

Bawamarra
(Relate news, Communicate)

The Public Education Foundation Scholarships for 2018 are now open and providing opportunities for
Aboriginal students
Aboriginal Education Council Scholarship
Provides support to Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander students entering year 11 in 2018. The scholarship will
provide financial support of $1,000 per year in year 11 and year 12 for both students (total scholarship value is
$2,000 per student).
Basic Eligibility:





Enrolled in a NSW public school
Entering year 11 in 2018
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander
Australian citizen or permanent resident

Una May Smith Senior Scholarship
Provides support to Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander students to successfully complete and progress to
tertiary education.
Basic Eligibility:





Attends a NSW Public School
Currently in Year 10
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander
Australian citizen or permanent resident

There is a wide range of other scholarships available to students from all backgrounds. If you would like to apply for
a scholarship you can either go to https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/aec/news/category-one/2018public-education-scholarships or see your Year Adviser or talk with Miss Windeyer for more assistance with the
process.
Also please remember that the applications for the Wingara Mura - Bunga Barrabugu Summer Program close on
Sept 15th.
INDIGENOUS AUSTRALIAN ENGINEERING SUMMER SCHOOL 14-20 JANUARY 2018
The Indigenous Australian Engineering Summer School (IAESS), now in its 21st year, is an annual event established
by Engineering Aid Australia. It provides Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students from around Australia with the
opportunity to experience engineering studies and careers.
In January 2018, the University of Sydney will host the IAESS. Open to 20 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
students entering Years 10, 11 and 12, the six-day live-in summer school gives these students a taste of engineering
as a university course and career. It involves hands-on and challenging activities within the Faculty of Engineering
and Information Technologies as well as site visits to engineering companies.
Studying engineering helps you develop excellent problem-solving, design and research skills that will allow you to
drive and lead innovation that will help shape our future.
If you are good at maths and science, like working with machinery or practical tools and enjoy tackling challenging
problems, then engineering may be just what you're looking for.
Applications close Applications close 6 October 2017. For more information go to:
http://sydney.edu.au/engineering/iaess/ or see Miss Windeyer in the HSIE faculty.

YEAR 12 PARENT/CARERS: CAREERS INFORMATION










Try to complete your 2018 UAC (university) and SRS (Early Entry) applications this week if possible. See Mr
Kempton if you need assistance with this process.
If you consider you have encountered long term educational disadvantage (4 - 6 months) during senior
school apply for consideration for university entry via the EAS (Educational Access Scheme). Application
forms available.
Complete your Southern Cross Uni (Lismore) and UNE (Armidale) Direct Entry applications this week if
possible. No UAC application required for direct application to these universities.
Free courses in Front End Loader Operations and Excavator Operations available in late October and
November. For bookings phone 6393 2644.
Are you looking for a trade (apprenticeship) next year? A useful lead in to trades can be the 'Skills for Trade'
program. Nil cost involved. Details available.
The UNSW 'Gateway' program enables students concessional entry into UNSW courses which require an
ATAR of less than 90. Details available.
The RMS (Roads & Maritime Services) have business administration, painting, boilermaking, mechanical
and carpentry apprenticeships & traineeships available in a range of locations around NSW. Also specific
opportunities available for indigenous students. Great career opportunities. Go to iworkfor.nsw.gov.au and
search 'Apprentice' or 'Trainee'. Applications close Sunday Sept 17.
A TAFE excursion for Year 12 interested students is on Tuesday 12/9 Periods 1 -3 (9.15 – 11.15 am).
Students will find out about courses, costs and support services, as well as inspect facilities and tour the
campus. Well worth attending if you are considering TAFE courses next year. Please register with Mr
Kempton.
If parents/carers have enquiries about careers related issues for their son/daughter, please contact the
Careers department at the school.

FACT SHEET
HSC minimum standard
A minimum standard of literacy and numeracy will be required to receive the HSC from 2020.
The NSW Government has introduced this change to ensure students have developed the
literacy and numeracy skills required for life beyond school.
Students will have the opportunity to demonstrate the HSC minimum standard by taking new,
short online tests when they are ready in Years 10, 11 or 12.
However, if your child has achieved Band 8 or above in their Year 9 NAPLAN reading, writing
and numeracy tests, they have shown they have met the HSC minimum standard early and
will not be required to take further tests.
What is the HSC minimum standard?
The HSC minimum standard is set at a nationally agreed level of literacy and numeracy
required to meet the demands of everyday life and work. It is expected that students, on
finishing their HSC, will, at a minimum, be able to do things like:
Find the time and date of a music concert on an online ticket website
Calculate the quantity of paint needed to paint a room
Estimate distance, travel time and costs for a transport route
Take notes from a lecture or training session
Create a personal weekly budget in a spreadsheet
Measure quantities to follow a recipe
Follow safety instructions in an equipment manual
Enter data in a computer based management system.
Meeting the standard
Students will have multiple opportunities to meet the minimum standard. From 2018, online
reading, writing and numeracy tests will be available for students to sit at least twice a year in
Years 10, 11 and 12, and for up to 5 years after starting the HSC.
The tests will be available on the following school days in 2018:
Term 1: 19 February to 23 March 2018
Term 2: 21 May to 22 June 2018
Term 3: 13 August to 14 September 2018
Term 4: 5 November to 7 December 2018
There are three tests: reading, writing and numeracy. Students don’t need to sit all their tests
at the same time. You and your child should talk to your child’s teachers to decide when is
the best time to sit the test or tests.
NAPLAN and the HSC minimum standard
NESA acknowledges that some Year 9 students already have the literacy and numeracy
levels required for the HSC minimum standard.
Students can demonstrate they have met the standard early by achieving Band 8 results or
above in Year 9 NAPLAN reading, writing and numeracy tests. Students who achieve Band 8
will not need to sit the online tests later in Years 10, 11 and 12.
Support for students to meet the minimum standard in Years 10, 11 and 12
Quality teaching of the NSW curriculum is the best way to prepare students to achieve the
standard. All NSW syllabuses from Kindergarten to Year 12 integrate the development of
literacy and numeracy skills through general capabilities, cross-curriculum content or key
competencies.
All schools currently have in place processes for identifying students who do not meet
expected literacy and numeracy benchmarks and for providing additional support to these
students. Teachers and schools know their individual students best and will determine the
most appropriate way of providing additional support to students identified as being at risk of
not meeting the new standard.
Strategies and materials will also be made available to assist teachers in supporting students
to reach the standard through the NSW Literacy and Numeracy Strategy 2017–2020. New
support materials and resources from NESA will emphasise the early identification of
students in primary and high school at risk of not meeting the standard.
For further information on the HSC minimum standard and the online tests, visit:
https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

MUDGEE BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION
The Mudgee Basketball Association is proposing to conduct the following
competitions during term 4 in 2017.
A Girls competition for U-14s – turning 11 in 2018 to those turning 14 in 2017
A Boys competition for U-14s – turning 11 in 2018 to those turning 14 in 2017
Registrations for Girls will be held at the PCYC on Wednesday 13 th September from 330pm to 5-30pm
Registrations for Boys will be held on Wednesday 20th September from 3-30pm to 530pm
Cost: $10.00 - PCYC membership
Geoff Robinson
President
Mudgee Basketball Association
Est. 1965

MUDGEE LITTLE ATHLETICS
Registrations for Mudgee Little
Athletics are now open.
Please head to
http://www.lansw.com.au/ to register for
the 2017-2018 season.
Competition commences on Friday, 6th
of October at 5pm, at Walkers Oval
Mudgee and runs through until March.
For more information head to the
Mudgee Little Athletics Facebook page
or contact
Katie on – 0409810954 or
Kristy on 0488555938

SPONSORSHIP
MUDGEE HIGH SCHOOL – LINK PROGRAM
GENEROUSLY SPONSORED BY
Ulan Coal Mine

