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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
A Member of the
Cudgegong Learning
Community

SEE OUR WEBSITE
FOR THE FULL
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Coming Events:
 Mar 16 –
Parent/Teacher
interviews, Yrs 8,9,10
4pm – 7pm in the Gym
 Mar 27 – P&C Annual
General Meeting - 7pm
in the Library (Horatio
Street entrance)
 Mar 30 - Apr 7
Yr 12 ½ yearly exams

A dark joke among principals that I’ve heard on more than one occasion revolves around
decision making that may get you on the front page of The Telegraph. The sensational
nature of tabloid journalism – the pressing need to print material with the power to move
others to instant outrage – makes such an appearance one to be avoided where possible.
By way of complete contrast, there is the relationship that our local schools have with our
own press; radio station 2MG, the local television stations when on the patch and, of
course, The Mudgee Guardian. The coverage we receive from our local media is seldom
less than first rate and produced to inform rather than incense.
On Tuesday 8 March, Sam Potts from The Mudgee Guardian covered the official handover
of the refurbished Douro Street facilities – our administration area. I have included Sam’s
report in case you missed it.
What I need to make clear, however, is that while the handover has occurred, all
administrative services – front office services – continue to operate out of the library,
accessed via Horatio Street.
Final works are still underway on the refurbished area, including the provision of a gate
between the Support Unit entrance at the western end of B Block, additional works within
the Admin Area itself and some remedial work to the new pavers where there has been a
small amount of settling and movement.
So bear with us a little longer, as I know it will all be worthwhile in the end.
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There is a basic law in economics called Goodhart’s Law, named after the economist,
Charles Goodhart.
Goodhart’s Law contends “When a measure becomes a target, it ceases to be a good
measure.”
Basically what this means is that when individuals or organisations take actions to alter the
outcome of a policy designed to gauge an effect that policy loses its validity.
Education is not immune to Goodhart’s Law.
In 2008, the National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests were
introduced. The NAPLAN tests were heralded as a means by which a record of student
performance in the areas of reading, language conventions, writing and numeracy skills for
their particular year level could be gauged. The cohorts tested each year have been 3, 5, 7
and 9.

The tests themselves can only be taken once in each of the years mentioned – unlike say a driving test where there is
the opportunity to re-sit a test should one be having a “bad day” – and only test an easily quantifiable set of skills and
abilities. But none of these things should be troubling as the tests were designed to provide merely a snapshot of
performance against a set of criteria reported as national minimum standards. They were designed to serve as a
diagnostic tool in an armoury of tools teachers have at their disposal to gauge where the kids in their care are at with
regard to literacy and numeracy. They were designed to provide schools with independent evidence of individual and
group progress.
… and then somewhere along the way, NAPLAN succumbed to Goodhart’s Law. The My School website – a set of
league tables that purportedly reports on school performance relative to other schools – kicked off at 1am on
Thursday 28 January, 2010. My School provided the press and other commentators unfettered access to data that
would show who the educational winners were and, more importantly when writing a tabloid piece, reveal the losers.
But do the tests provide a fair comparison? The Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA),
the group targeted with the tests administration, permits schools to exempt students “from one or more NAPLAN tests
if they have significant intellectual or functional disability or if they are from a non-English-speaking background…”
allowing schools to skew their results by excluding those who may score poorly.
At Mudgee High, ALL students in Years 7 and 9 are encouraged to attempt the tests, including students from our
Support Unit, as we recognise NAPLAN as just another diagnostic tool to assist us in improving the literacy and
numeracy of our students.
From where I sit, NAPLAN’s greatest strength is the value adding data it provides. A school with a lower than average
Index of Community Socio-Educational Advantage (ICSEA), like Mudgee High, that consistently demonstrates above
state average value adding for students moving between Years 7 and 9 can be proud of what it is achieving.
We don’t shy from NAPLAN. We take our students achievements seriously and are looking at ways in which to further
boost their literacy and numeracy results. At the end of the day, however, we also realise that NAPLAN is merely a
diagnostic set of tests that students will take twice in their high school days.
It was never meant to be nor is it an all-encompassing test of a school’s worth nor indeed any child’s worth.
I think Charles Goodhart would understand.
Until next week!
Wayne Eade
Principal
TERM 1 WEEK 7 AWARDS
P&C: Yr 7: Mariah Burnicle-Tavita, Yr 8: Isobelle Field, Yr 9: Lachlan T Mitchell, Yr 10: Bowdee Riley-Shaw,
Yr 11: Will Toovey, Yr 12: Nicholas McDonald
SRR Award: Connor McNeill – Yr 9
SWIMMING CARNIVAL REPORT
On Friday the 24th February Mudgee High School held their swimming carnival.
It was a balmy 36 degrees, however, most students found shade or were well protected by hats and sunscreen.
It was nice too see family and friends attend throughout the day to add their the support.
Thank you to the Business House relay teams that continually support our Year 12 fundraising, and well done to the
Police team for winning.
The aim this year was to increase the level of participation and attendance on the day. It was fantastic to see many
students participate in at least one event and get valuable House points.
Congratulations to Wentworth for being the winning House on the day. It was the closest result in many years with
only 50 points splitting 1st to 4th.
Congratulations to the following students for being awarded Age Champions:

AGE CHAMPIONS
AGE DIVISIONS
12 years & under
13 years
14 years
15 years
16 years
17 years & over

GIRLS
Kasey Hayes
Sammi Atkinson
Isabella Shearman
Charli Hayes
Karen Aylett
Macy Morley

BOYS
Jaiden Roach
Samuel Couch
Jed Hayes
Lachlan Roberts
Timothy Rava
Henry Whiteside & Nicholas McDonald

Good luck to the Mudgee High school representatives over at Western Trials next week.
SCIENCE COMPETITION
The University of NSW Science Competition will be held on Tuesday 30th May. This is an engaging and challenging
international competition, which is a great way for students to test themselves against other students from across
Australia and other parts of the globe. Students who would like to enter this competition give your name and $9.00 to
the office. For more details see Mrs Laidlaw in the Science staffroom.
BASIC EQUIPMENT
Parents, please ensure that students are bringing basic equipment for school. Too many students claim they cannot
do work as they don’t have the correct equipment. A blue or black pen, pencil, eraser and a ruler are required many
times each day. Students know that coming prepared is part of being responsible in the class room.
LANGUAGES
With the departure of Ms Kim last year, Mudgee High School has welcomed Mr Saunders into the role of Japanese
teacher. He brings to the position the experience of having lived in Japan for 12 months and has many interesting
stories to share.
All classes studying Japanese have made a pleasing start to 2017 and are settling into the task of learning a second
language. We particularly welcome all Year 7 students and look forward to seeing their skills develop throughout their
year of mandatory study. We are also thrilled to see the continuing support for the inclusion of Japanese into the V.I.
curriculum with Ja03, Ja05/25 and Ja07/27 classes running in Years 8-10. We also have a Year 11 combined
Continuers and Beginners class.
Course Information
Classes follow a path of learning that is topic based with emphasis on the development of the key communication
skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. Learning is student centred and aims to build confidence within
each individual to communicate in Japanese.
Stage 4 Semester One Topics:

TOPICS







YEAR 7
Introduction to Japanese/Japan
Greetings/Introducing Yourself
Getting to Know You
Numbers
Introduction to Hiragana






Ja03
Review – Meeting people and Introducing
Yourself
Review Counting
Where are you from?
Family
Pets and animals






Ja07/27
Time and Leisure Activities
Talking about the Past
Locations and Describing – Housing
School



Stage 5 Semester One Topics:

TOPICS







Ja05/25
Introduction to Katakana
Food & Drink – Likes/Dislikes
Calendars and Dates
Hobbies and Interests
Places and Activities - Transport

All students will have received an assessment schedule that will outline the timing and types of assessment tasks that
will be completed and used to determine the standard students have reached this semester. This is a very important
information sheet and students should use it to plan their revision and to ensure they complete tasks on time. We
encourage all parents/caregivers to read these documents and to contact us at school if they have any questions. It is
hoped that parents/caregivers will be able to assist in this planning process and they will be duly contacted if their
student fails to meet the minimum requirements.

Another very important factor in a student’s learning is the bringing to class of the required equipment. Every student
has been informed of the basic requirements for the subject. We ask that all parents be aware of the following points:




All students require a covered, all-lined exercise book.
All students need to bring to class a red pen; a blue or black pen; a pencil; a plastic/wooden ruler; scissors;
and a glue stick
All students are required to have some system (diary/device) to record homework tasks and assignments

JAPANESE CULTURE
Year 7 students this year will be exposed to many typical Japanese cultural practices. In particular, they will study a
major festival every month. Classes have already learned about Setsubun and are currently learning about
Hinamatsuri. Ask your child what they know about these interesting rituals. In honour of Setsubun, students made
their own ‘oni’ masks in class.

Ms Date and Mr Saunders
MHS MIRRI MAGAZINES FOR SALE
The school office has 2015 and 2016 school Mirri magazines for sale at the office.
TELL THEM FROM ME STUDENT FEEDBACK SURVEY (TERM 1, 2017)
I am delighted that this term, our school, like many other public schools in the state, will participate in a Department of
Education initiative: the Tell Them From Me student feedback survey. The survey measures factors that are known to
affect academic achievement and other student outcomes. The focus of the NSW-wide survey is on student wellbeing,
engagement and effective teaching practices.
More information about the survey is available at: http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au
The survey is a great opportunity for our students to provide us with valuable and quick feedback on what they think
about school life, how engaged they are with school and the different ways that teachers interact with them. Schools in
Australia and around the world have used the Tell Them From Me survey to help improve how they do things at
school.
I want to assure you that the survey is confidential. The survey is conducted online and will typically take less than 30
minutes to complete. It will be administered during school hours in Weeks 10 and 11 of this term. Participating in the
survey is entirely voluntary.
A consent form and FAQs for parents/carers about the survey will shortly be sent home with students. If you do not
want your child or children to participate, the consent form will have an “opt out” option. Copies of the form and FAQs
are available from: http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au/information-for-parents.



What is bullying:
Put downs or insults, name calling, damage to a person’s
property, deliberate exclusion from activities, deliberately
embarrassing someone, physical threats, any form of cyber
harassment, physical harm.

How you can be Safe , Respectful,
Responsible
Report any
incidences of bullying
Forms can be
found in library

Refrain from
any form of
bullying

Provide
support for
each other
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