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Principal’s Message

Lifelong

Success Starts at School
Two weeks ago, researchers at the Menzies Research Institute in Tasmania
published some very interesting findings. The researchers have found that the
interest and engagement of children in school has a significant influence on their
prospects of educational and occupational success 20 years later.
The findings indicated that interest and engagement is even more important than
academic attainment and socioeconomic background.
The findings have been a long time coming. The researchers used data from the
Childhood Determinants of Adult Health study, which collects health-related data
relating to school children aged nine to 13 years. This data was then compared by
the researchers to data on the same individuals 20 years later.
The researchers used their own “school engagement index” questionnaire, which
measured school enjoyment and boredom, including items such as motivation to
learn, sense of belonging, participation in school or extra-curricular activities and
enjoyment of physical activity to arrive at their conclusion.
They found that each measure of school engagement was independently
associated with a 10% higher chance of going on to some form of post-compulsory
education at some point during the next 20 years, and that those who were
engaged at school were more likely to go on to a professional or managerial
careers.
The lead author of the study, Joan Abbott-Chapman, said that it provided an
important confirmation for educators that what happens in school has life-long
consequences.
“If students can be engaged by curriculum, through the mode of delivery, through a
rich variety of learning experiences and through the way teachers relate with
students, then this is going to pave the way for achievement in adulthood.”
Abbott-Chapman also added; “If parents are able to co-operate with schools and
teachers to help to promote student engagement, then this is likely to provide a
springboard, if you like, for future achievement in school and in employment right
through to adulthood.”
So, while the report indicates that each and every teacher at Mudgee High, like
their colleagues in every other school in the world, plays a major role in the lifelong
success of the students in their care, so too do parents and carers play a pivotal
role in the success of their kids.
The report makes clear what most of us probably already knew in our waters; what
we do at Mudgee High must be a collaborative effort if we are to provide the kids in
our care with the best chance of lifelong success.
And if you‟re reading this, chances are that you‟re already one of those who has
embraced that partnership. Thank you.

SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR
THE FULL CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

Coming Events:
 June 25 – Y11 & 12
Gold/Silver
Ceremony
 June 25 – Mini MAD
Concert Evening
 June 28 – Last Day
of Term 2
 July 15 – Staff
Development Day
 July 16 – Students
return to Term 3
 July 22 – P&C
Meeting Library
7pm
 July 23 Sem 1
Awards
Presentation for
Years 7, 8, 9 & 10

This issue:
P & C Awards – Week 8 – Congratulations to: Year 7: Akira Jones Year 8: Rebekah Rae
Year 9: Curtis Wright Year 10: Callum Payne Year 11: Lauren Coombes Year 12:
Elizabeth Bradley
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EQUESTRIAN NEWS
Northwest Equestrian Expo - The Northwest equestrian
st
expo was held in Coonabarabran on 31 May through to
th
4 June. Nine students from Mudgee High School
competed at this event, they included: Savannah Mealing,
Samantha Perring, Laura Wurth, Samantha Cormie,
Annalise Wilson, Brooke Munro, Ryan Martin, Adelle Beer
and Sophie Turner. There were a total of 620 riders at the
competition and the events included: One Day Event,
Combined Training, Polocrosse, Team Barrels, Sporting,
Dressage, Showjumping, Hacking, Team Penning and
Warrumbungle Way. At least one student from Mudgee
High competed in each event and they were great
ambassadors for the school. The results included:
st
 One Day Event: Samantha Cormie 1 in B Grade,
st
th
Savannah Mealing 1 in C Grade, Ryan Martin 10 in
th
C Grade and Laura Wurth 10 in D Grade.
th
 Combined Training: Brooke Munro 8 in CT3 and
th
Adelle Beer 5 in CT1.
nd
 Showjumping: Samantha Perring 2 in 90cm and
rd
Samantha Cormie 3 in 75cm.
th
Sporting: Samantha Cormie received three 5 places
rd
and a 3 in team of four.


th

Evans Crown Horse Sports Day - On 11 March four students travelled to Lithgow to represent Mudgee High School at
the Evan‟s Crown Horse Sport Day. Competitors included:
Ryan Martin, Adelle Beer, Chloe Staub and Hannah Browne.
The students were immaculately presented and took out the
prestigious „Best presented school‟ award. The students also
st
achieved excellent results; in hacking Ryan received two 1
th
st
nd
places and a 4 . Adelle received a 1 and two 2 places.
st
rd
Chloe received a 1 and a 3 . In sporting Ryan received two
st
nd
th
1 places two 2 places and two 4 places.

st

nd

Adelle received a 1 , three 2 places and a 4th. Chloe received
st
nd
rd
th
two 1 places, a 2 , a 3 and two 4 places. Hannah received a
nd
rd
2 and three 3 places. Adelle received a champion overall for
her age group and Ryan received a reserve champion for his age
group. All students were exceptional in their representation of
Mudgee High. Thank you to the parents for the effort they put into
the day.

th

Horse Sports Day - On 6 May Adelle Beer, Chloe Staub and Sophie Turner attended the Scone Horse Sports Day.
st
rd
th
There were 256 entrants that competed on the day. Adelle placed 1 in E grade show jumping and a 3 and two 5
th
places in sporting and Sophie received a 4 in sporting. Emma Kurtz
State Equitation Showjumping - Five members of the Mudgee High School Equestrian Team participated in the State
Equitation show jumping championships held in Mudgee on the weekend. They were Annalise Wilson in the 13-U15 age
group, Ryan Martin, Mimi Tym & Samantha Perring in the 15-U17 and Savannah Mealing in the 17-U25 age
group. There was some very tough competition with riders traveling from all over the state to compete. Each rider
th
competed in four classes with some of the riders placing in the top ten in their age group. Annalise placed 4 overall for
th
the weekend in the 13-U15 age group and Savannah placed 5 overall for the weekend in the 17-U25 age group. All
riders rode to the best of their ability and they can be as proud of themselves as their friends and families are.

Photo taken by Sandy Smith, written by Jackie Perring
GIRLS SOFTBALL
For a couple of weeks our
participation in the CHS Final 16
was not looking promising. The
team was down to 7 players after
losing girls to rugby union 7 a side
and moving schools. After weeks of
begging people to come to
Newcastle so we could field a side,
we finally had confirmation of five
extra players willing to join the
team.
After a long bus trip to Newcastle,
we finally set up camp in the Surf
Club. After a quick bite to eat and a
little study, the girls drifted off into a
deep sleep. During breakfast the
next morning we were treated to
dolphins and whales in the surf, not
a bad way to start the day.
The first round of the final 16 we
were down to play Coffs Harbour.
Eventually they beat us 19-2,
however, this team then went on to
win the whole competition. This loss
in the first game put us in the
bottom of the pool and our next game was against Engadine. After 2 innings each we were in pretty bad shape at 14-2,
however, after an inspirational talk from the coaches the girls went out and scored 12 runs. This evened up the scores
and the game went into a tie breaker. It was a nail biting finish and we came out victorious. The following day we played
th
the development team from Westfields Sports High School and beat them 12-1. This sent us to the play offs for 9 and
th
10 , otherwise known as the Plate Final. Unfortunately, Hunter Sports High was too good for us, especially in the rain and
mud, and we were defeated 12-3.
The team should be extremely happy with their performance and their parents can be very proud of their daughters. They
represented Mudgee High School with pride and were an absolute delight to take away. A very big thankyou to Mr Boller
for driving the bus and helping to coach the team. Jake Christofis and Nathan Sharp were awesome warm up coaches
and Mrs Date and Mrs Sharp are thanked for keeping score. The team consisted of Erika Macpherson, Erin Kenny, Jess
Edwards, Cassie Plunkett, Rach Stait, Rach Sharp, Maddie Date and our “new recruits” Kimarnie Baskerville, Grace
Parker, Nataly Stubbs, Gerogia Delarue and Isabel Burke. Best wishes to our Year 12 players

SPORT TEAMS
The sports fields are busy at the moment as a number of teams are getting ready for competitions. If your son or daughter
is involved in a Mudgee High Sporting Team, could you please encourage them to attend trainings, submit permission
notes on time and communicate with the coach if they wish to pull out of the team. Lately we have had a number of
instances where students have pulled out of teams and have not notified the coach, which makes it very difficult for
organisation.
Good luck to the girls and boys 7/8 touch, the athletics team, open girls soccer and the girls rugby teams for their up
coming events.

YEAR 10 BECOME ‘BOAT PEOPLE’ FOR A LESSON
Anh Do’s ‘boat’ – 9m x 4.5m 42 ‘refugees’
In Week 6, Year 10 History students had their last lesson before
starting 3 weeks preparing for Decade Day. They spent the
lesson, along with Year 10 Geography students, in the quad
pretending to be Indo-Chinese refugees, commonly called „boat
people‟, fleeing their countries for a new life in a safe country.
Outlines of 2 boats were drawn in chalk on the cement,
representing the dimensions of boats taken by Anh Do, the
comedian, and Tan Le, Young Australian of the Year in 1998.
The smaller boat was easy to fill with 42 students; but the 120odd Year 10 students present on that day were not enough to fill
the larger boat with the 168 refugees who left Vietnam on it.
Nevertheless, both „boats‟ look full to capacity – imagine
another 40 on the larger one!

Tan Le’s ‘boat’ – 16m x 4.5m 168
‘refugees’

Community Notices
FASHION PARADE
Wanted: Volunteers, 17 years and older, to model Alpaca Wool Garments
rd
For Fashion Parade on 3 August 2013
At AREC
If interested please call Judy Kain 6372 1714

Aladdin
A feast of pantomime fun for all ages by Ben Crocker!
Town Hall Theatre. Friday 28 June, 7pm; Saturday 29 June, 2pm & 7pm
TICKETS: Hannaford Cox Solicitors, 62 Market St, Mudgee.
Adults $15, Children/Students/Conc $10, Family Ticket $40.
INFORMATION: Lydia Smith 6372 3592 or find Mudgee Performing Arts on Facebook.
Mudgee Performing Arts Society is a not-for-profit Community Theatre Organisation

AUSTRALIAN DECORATIVE AND FINE ARTS SOCIETY
Lectures are held Friday evenings at 6.30pm sharp at Cudgegong Valley School Hall, Madeira Road, Mudgee
Upcoming lectures are:
th
26 July – Mary Alexander – Meet Me at the Waldorf: The Extraordinary Story of Two Iconic Hotels Built on Astor Feuds,
Fortunes and Art Patronage
SPONSOR
FAMILY FIRST CREDIT UNION – Mudgee
82 Church Street
Telephone 63782330
Proud Sponsor of Mudgee High School Celebration Sing Out

